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Uzmnikm
When the forces of the United States coalition moved into Iraq in 2003, it
was difficult to see a peaceful and permanent outcome. The Iraqis had for
many years exhibited the character of a wild and erratic people, always
bubbling with hatred for the Jews. The Iraqi leadership was perhaps the
bitterest enemy Israel had. Although not an actual neighbour to Israel, their
military forces and equipment gave solid backing to those in the frontline
and their finance fuelled the system of suicide bombers that greatly frus-
trated Israel during these last four years of intifada.
Could there ever be peace while Saddam Hussein promoted and bankrolled
this international agitation? There is no question that in the strategic plan-
ning of the White House this fact was a prime motivation for the invasion
of Iraq. Israel's security had to be assured and the sponsor of terrorism
knocked out, for without these there could never be peace in Israel or the
Middle East. So with only a few significant supporters the US invaded Iraq
from 10,000 kms away, threw out the existing government and has now
occupied the country for 18 months.
The whole matter is quite astounding. Iraq a democracy! Whatever ridicule
may come upon President Bush and Prime Minister Blair, the facts are that
since the coalition went in:

� The intifada has practically stopped
� The security fence around the West Bank continues to be constructed
� Suicide bombings have significantly decreased
� Hamas has gone quiet
� Israel — Egypt co-operation has greatly increased
� Jordan — Israel trade has expanded rapidly
� India has become a working ally to Israel
� The US and UK are working on the ground with Palestinian and

Israeli forces to a degree that would have been unthinkable only
twelve months ago

� Elections are going ahead in Iraq.
And to add to the changes, of recent times Arafat has died.
In the ninth chapter of Revelation the expanding Moslem powers are
represented as an out-breaking of the waters of the River Euphrates, yet in
chapter 16 this same river is represented as drying up "to make way for the
kings of the east". We have been watching this decline for 150 years, so we
should not be expecting a united military advance from Muslims in these
days. When the "Coalition of the Willing" put their foot on Iraq, there was
not one Muslim nation capable or desirous of mounting a significant
military aggression. The "great River Euphrates" was bound under the foot
of the Anglo-Saxon alliance, literally and symbolically. Spot fires of
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aggression they may scatter around the globe, but these are more the
desperate acts of individuals from a once-proud empire that has lost its
ability to make war. Osama bin Laden may speak great things and certainly
he showers the fear of violence through the nations, but he speaks from the
caves and dens of the earth, fearful of the young lion powers of Tarshish
and the Arab nations themselves who are afraid of the influence of his
radical believers upon their own populations. In which country is Al-
Quaida welcome?
At the same time the population of Israel continues to grow, their economy
to strengthen and there is even a glimmer of peace on the horizon. Their
significance in the world events is beyond explanation, other than that the
God of Israel is signalling to all the world that their regathering is here and
the time to favour Zion is upon us. What a wonderful blessing it has been to
our Brotherhood to know of these things right from our beginning.
Europe looks on like a frustrated bystander. France was the Christian
ambassador for all the Levant for 300 years, whilst Russia sought to
enhance her interests ever since Turkey weakened and the Vatican main-
tains that the Land that witnessed the life of Christ must be related to it
more than any other power. 'Whatever do Bethlehem and Nazareth and
Christian sites in Jerusalem mean to unbelieving Jews?' continues to be
their attitude. Collectively Europe is aggrieved that their influence in the
Middle East countries has greatly declined. Over the past 30 years they
have backed policies against Israel and anti-semitism grows among their
population year by year. All this means that the desire of Russia and her
European friends to pounce on Israel and put a final end to her pretensions
must be growing by the month. How does a European Union of 25 nations
and 450 million people like to be defied by 5 million Jews!
So the scene speaks to us with ever increasing candour that the time of our
redemption draws near. The angels are working for it: we need to match
their enthusiasm. Are there more and more Christadelphian families
gathering around the readings each night? Is our time being jealously
guarded for the interest of the Truth? Are Bible Class secretaries advising
increased interest and attendance? Do we long for the fellowship and
inspiration of our Sunday memorial meetings? Are we fighting and winning
the battle against the myriad diversions that invade our lives in the
electronic media age?
In a word, are we waiting for Christ?
"When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with

him in glory" (Col. 3:4).
We thank bro Don Pearce for another enlightening manuscript.

Brian Luke,
Secretary CSSS
14 January 2005
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Chapter 1:

A BRIEF SYNOPSIS

The background to Milestones this year
In his Preface to Milestones 2003, bro Brian Luke used the phrase 2003
will go down as the Y ear of the Divide! The ill feeling that grew so rapidly
between the US and European powers was a major issue of the year. How
things have moved on in 2004. Europe is described in prophecy as being
divided between two iron legs, yet having one golden head! Another proph-
ecy describes three power centres in latter-day Europe: the Dragon, the
Beast and the False Prophet, yet all carrying the same message and
working to the same end. More and more we see this "unity in division".
The EU, Russia and the Vatican are strengthening their own powers, yet
seek to cooperate one with the other to further their aims.
The dividing line between East and West was sharpened this year by the
accession to the EU of 10 new countries, 7 from Eastern Europe. At year-
end, the dramatic display of people power in Ukraine emphasised the
religious and political fault lines between the two power blocks.
Britain finds herself increasingly isolated—being America's friend means
being out of favour with Europe. Having found herself firmly entrenched in
Iraq, she seems at long last to be prepared to play a more active role in
Israel. With elections due in January by the Palestinians and in Iraq, a new
mood of optimism is sweeping the region. With the removal of Arafat from
the scene, perhaps the biggest obstacle to peace has gone. America also has
shown that she is prepared to use her military might to bring about a change
of attitude in the Middle East.

Yet Israel's friends continue to shrink. Turkey—a long-standing and deep
trading partner—is faltering, tempted by the lure of a place in the EU. Anti-
Semitism continues to grow. The Israelis are faced with removing long-
established settlements, not just in Gaza but also some on the West Bank.
This is hard, especially for the religious Jews who regard the Land as their
inheritance. We sympathise with them, but we must remember that Israel is
not walking by faith; their ways are not right with God. They are being led
along a path that, while it appears to bring lasting "peace and safety", will
prove to give nothing of the sort because it will lead to a time of great
calamity for Israel. Reduced to great straits, they will cry out to their God
and will be heard.

Russia under Putin has had a traumatic year. The Beslan atrocity, where
many school children and their parents perished, was followed by the
rebuff delivered by the Ukrainians, long regarded as Russia's little brother,
as they disputed the November election results. More and more of Russia's
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"near abroad" aligned with the EU. There were compensations, however.
High oil prices have proved a great boost to Russia's economic wealth.
Government debts have been repaid without problems, her currency
reserves soared and living standards—still pitifully behind the West—rose
encouragingly.
Meanwhile the aged Pope entered his 26th year as Pontiff More and more
"saints" were added to the calendar, necessitating a new list of "martyrs".
The Papal campaign to bring a mention of God into the new EU constitu-
tion continued on a national basis. Vigorous steps were also taken to heal
the millennia-long rift between the Greek Orthodox and the Roman
Catholic churches and between the Russian Orthodox and Rome.

In Australia, John Howard won a fourth term in office, thus securing this
"young lion's" support for American and British actions in the Middle
East. This was shortly followed by Bush's re-election. Mr Howard may not
intend to stand again, nor can Mr Bush. Both men therefore are not unduly
hampered by the need to woo the voters. They may be prepared to take
greater risks. These will doubtless upset Europe, which seeks to sidetrack
American influence by developing its own military power.

The Way to Jerusalem
To cover these and the many other interesting matters that developed in
2004, we have set out to deal with them by following a pathway The Way
to Jerusalem. This pathway leads to Jesus established as King in Jerusalem.
It involves three strands: the saints, Israel and the Gentiles. Let's look at
them in reverse order.

The Gentiles. An old-fashioned word by which we mean the non-Jewish
peoples. How do they attain to the Kingdom Age? Jesus will be king over
the whole world, so Gentile nations live in the Kingdom Age. They have to
be suitably chastened and punished for their present godlessness and perse-
cution of God's people, natural and spiritual. Some nations may disappear,
others will have their power taken away, still others will be recognised for
their past role in helping the Jewish people and the saints. "History" has
been the result of many pressures—under Divine influence. For instance,
the movements of the tribes that swept wave after wave into the Western
Roman Empire—the Goths, the Vandals, the Alans, etc—were triggered by
changed weather patterns that caused their eastern neighbours to push
westward. Thus they brought God's punishments upon a "christian" Roman
world. So in tracing the developments in Russia, Europe and the Vatican,
we try to discern those pressures that will unite them to work together in
seeking to destroy Israel.

Israel. What changes a nation, living at this time in "trespass" in God's
eyes, to become the holy and righteous nation whose heart will be turned to
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flesh and receive Divine instruction from their Messiah? As we look at
Israel and their struggle with the Palestinians, we try to see steps that will
transform "the obdurate nation" (to use the words of one of our hymns).

Saints. What encouragement can we draw for those awaiting the Master's
return? Surely we need to heed the specific exhortation that the Master
addressed to our generation. "Watch", said the Master. How can we watch
unless we have a vision of what to be watching for, where we should be
looking and what is the urgency of our calling?

So it is with these aims that we put together Milestones 2004. This year we
devote four chapters in looking at the Bible prophecies that cover these
three strands of the Way to Jerusalem. We then build upon this foundation
and look at events in Europe, Russia and the Vatican, before looking at the
Middle East situation and the remarkable way in which Britain and
America are exerting their influence in this region.

After that we look at events in Israel and then draw it all together by seeing
whether we can discern just what draws the nations against Jerusalem.

This year we have devoted more space to our calling. Nearly every year our
closing exhortation gets squeezed because we have run out of space! So
this time we start with our walk and end as usual with a final exhortation.
After all, this is the reason for our interest in these matters. It is not so that
we are "up" on the things in the political heavens of this world; we are in
training for the "new heavens" to come. We are anticipating the rolling up
of today's heavens like a scroll and their departure. The replacement is
altogether more glorious a heavens
and an earth wherein dwells righteous-
ness! What a far cry this is from
characteristics of today's rulers. The
hour is at hand for the fall of Babylon
and the rise of Zion. It is to strengthen
and encourage us in these last days that
Milestones is penned. May Yahweh
keep us and bring us to that day.

Helpful book for further study
Bro Graham Pearce's book entitled
"The Way to Jerusalem" has just been
revised and reissued, opposite. Full
colour, 100 pages. This gives a very
good amplification of the matters cov-
ered here. Available from CSSS, The
Bible Magazine, or Milestones.
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Chapter 2:

PROPHECIES FOR TODAY-FOR THE
SAINTS
We have tried over the past few Milestones to start with an examination of
Bible prophecies that are applicable to our times. Hopefully they will build
up into an exposition of the major prophecies. This year, following the path
of The Way to Jerusalem, we start by looking at our own walk. In the next
chapter we will look at prophecies concerning Israel's preparation for the
nation to recognise their Messiah and in the following two chapters the
preparing of the nations to gather them to the battle of the great day of God
Almighty and their subsequent chastening to prepare them to be ruled from
Jerusalem.

How can we strengthen our faith in these last days? How can we prepare
to stand before our Lord and Master? Firstly by recognising that we are
indeed in "the last days" and then through pondering the pressures that
are being exerted to weaken our faith, to entice us to conform to the mould
of the world. We now have a third generation who has grown up in a time
of peace and growing prosperity, who have gone through an education
system that seeks to delete all recognition of our God. Humanism and evo-
lution are but two sides of one coin and today's generation is reaping a
bitter harvest that affects many of our own young people.

Living in the Latter-days
The Lord himself prepared disciples to look out for a time that would
parallel that of Noah.

For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe
entered into the ark,

And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also
the coming of the Son of man be. Matt 24:38,39

In themselves, eating and drinking and marriage are part of our everyday
lives. But they should not be the focus of our lives. Our eyes are centred on
Zion; we have the Word of God to guide us. Wining and dining and
entertainments fill the leisure activities of many in the richer countries of
the world. I understand that behind the phrase marrying and giving in mar-
riage, the Greek carries the idea of marrying more than once—a reflection
of the easy discarding of marriage partners and moving on to the next
partner. We have a world of bewildered children and bitter family divi-
sions. We have a duty as a community to strengthen our young ones as to
the importance of marriage and its solemn commitments.
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God's assessment of Noah's world was:
And GOD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually.
The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with
violence. Gen 6:5,11

Day by day the news is filled with violent acts: the elderly being robbed,
girls being raped and murdered, road-rage, petty violence and physical
abuse—our society is sick and getting sicker. Surely our days are like
Noah's! In a later period from Noah, in Abraham's day, we have the evil
situation in Sodom and the neighbouring cities that brought God's hand of
retribution. Their way of life was totally abhorrent to God and they were
destroyed because of it. Yet today are things any different? These practices
are not only encouraged but also defended with the full weight of the law,
so that opposition to this lifestyle is punishable in many countries! We can-
not be isolated from it; again we need to prepare our young people with a
thorough grounding in the Divine principles.
The prophet Ezekiel was caused to utter this Divine assessment of Sodom's
world:

Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fullness of
bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, nei-
ther did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.
And they were haughty, and committed abomination before me: there-
fore I took them away as I saw good. Ezek 16:49,50

Pride! How proud is modern man. He thinks that he has dispensed with
God. 'We are where we are through our own achievements, through
naturalistic processes. We are at the top of the evolutionary tree. We can
discard the props of religion that our forefathers relied upon. We control
our destiny!' Such are the foolish outpourings of man. And we have to live
in a society that is permeated with this humanistic thinking. It colours
virtually every aspect of the world. God does not enter into people's
thoughts. We now have a further generation brought up to be self centred
rather than thinking of the needs of others; brought up to take what you can
and give little back a generation where the family unit has been broken,
replaced by television as the ruling, guiding power in people's lives.
Fullness of bread! For those who live in an affluent country, life for the
majority has never been so good. What they want they get. The debt that
the ordinary person runs up is staggering in this country.

Households passed the £1,000 billion [£1,000,000,000,000] mark for
their total borrowing recently. Borrowing is growing at 15% per year...
the average household borrows 140% more than its combined income.
Daily Telegraph 13-12-04
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Abundance of idleness! With the ability to turn night into day and to
travel wherever one desires, with shorter working weeks and increased
automation and ready-prepared food, our generation has much more time to
spend on self. Paradoxically there is little time for ecclesial matters—
everyone is rushing around in their busy lives! As for mediating on God's
word, as for studying its pages, as for growing spiritually, are we not in
danger of spiritual starvation through our pursuit of the present?

The everlasting gospel—fear God the Creator
It is interesting to see the gospel message that will go out to the nations as
Jesus and the saints establish themselves as Zion's king and rulers.

And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlast-
ing gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,

Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; fr)r the hour
of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth,
and the sea, and the fountains of waters. Rev 14:6,7

Although penned by John under the control of the Master over 1,900 years
ago, how apt this is for today. No other generation has, as far as we know,
so completely turned its back on the Creator. Blinded by the smooth words
of men who seem so confident in what they are talking about, our genera-
tion has long departed from any acceptance of the early pages of Genesis.
At every opportunity the media pushes the evil theory of evolution. Why?
Because, if there is no God, we have no responsibility to a Higher Being.
Once we acknowledge that man is tuz!the greatest being, but there is One
greater, then we have to face a responsibility to this Being! Man has
travelled so far away from God that it is only the severe judgements of God
that will eventually demonstrate that there is a God and that He is the God
of Israel! The prophets often describe the forces of nature—God's forces—
being used in the great time of trouble soon to break forth upon the earth.
Earthquakes, volcanic outpourings, hailstones, rain. These are "the fingers
of God", to use the phrase used by the magicians in Egypt faced with the
plagues. We have been forcibly reminded as to the awesome power God
wields through the forces of nature in the giant tsunami that has devastated
Asia, a year to the day since the devastation of Bain in Iran.
How foolish of man to turn his back on the Creator. Who was there in the
beginning? Not man—only God. Genesis is His record of what He did, so
that we should not be in ignorance of what happened. Vast periods of time
are surmised in order to accommodate the idea that the mind-blowing com-
plexities of life somehow evolved! That's why the estimated age of the
earth is pushed further and further back. Yet when we examine the evi-
dence, it is based on such shaky foundations that those who trust God's
word find no difficulty in embracing the Genesis record. As God spoke
through Moses:
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For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in
them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the
sabbath day, and hallowed it. Ex 20:11

Our faith is weakened and that of our children if we do not vigorously
defend the very foundations of the Word of God.
Interestingly some cracks are beginning to appear. The evolutionary world
is close knit and scorns any consideration of creation. Yet as the utter
complexity of even the "simplest" creature is discovered, the incredibility
of believing that life could possibly evolve is making even hardened
evolutionists admit that chance and random processes cannot begin to be a
rational explanation for life. Under the headline Famed atheist concedes:
evidence points to God �

Antony Flew, the British scholar who for years has been the world's
most noteworthy philosophical proponent of atheism, has conceded that
scientific evidence points to the existence of God.
Flew—a prolific writer and energetic lecturer who has advanced atheist
arguments throughout his long academic career—made his dramatic
concession in a video presentation on scientific evidence for the
existence of God. In the video based on a conference held in New
York in May of this year—Flew said that the latest biological research
"has shown, by the almost unbelievable complexity of the arrangements
which are needed to produce (life), that intelligence must have been
involved."
He conceded that many of his philosophical followers will be shocked
by his announcement. New Y ork Times 10-12-04

There are many Bible-believing scientists who vigorously defend the truth
of the Genesis account. The "scientific" community does its best to prevent
such articles appearing in the main journals. In the Sunday Telegraph (26-
12-04) there was a critical article pointing out that the popular depiction of
the ascent of man—from stooped Afarensis to upright Homo Sapiens was
a myth! All these remains were just variants on Homo Sapiens! As the
headline proclaimed, Believe it or not, they're all the same species. Two
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weeks earlier there had been another article that was very critical of the
claims being made for the "hobbit" men found on an Indonesian island. It
was headed: Big claims, meagre evidence; welcome to palaeontol-
ogy. The author rightly pointed out the flimsy basis for many previous
discoveries. It was a wonderful article and so unexpected in its candid
words.

Behold I come as a thief
The most powerful exhortation that we have is that given to us by the
Master himself. By its very position in the word of God we know that it is
directed at us. If the Master was able to accurately foretell what was the
appropriate challenge to the generation living at his return, how much more
his ability to know the needs of his household!

Behold, ,�come as a thief Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his
garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame. Rev 16:15

As a thief For many in Asia, destruction brought by the tsunami came as a
thief. One moment they were going about their everyday lives, the next
fighting for their lives against a wall of water. As we have so often
remarked—and as a family we said it several times in the past few weeks—
"We don't know what is round the next corner." There is one matter,
however, that we do know about. We might try to put it to the back of our
minds, but the Master himself has told us. Behold, I come as a thief

Bro Thomas in dealing with Revelation 16 applies the "clothing" to the
change to immortality and the unclothed state as representing this mortal
state.

The penalty incurred by neglecting to watch and keep the garments, is
expressed in the words, "that he walk not naked, and they see his
shame". When a body comes out of the dust of the ground, and there is
impressed or written upon its organization a character previously
developed in a former state, if that character be bad, such a person is
said to "walk naked", even though he might be abundantly supplied with
clothes. He is morally naked, and certain to be put to shame. Being
morally naked, he will continue to walk naked, in the sense of not being
"clothed upon with the house which is from heaven;" that is, his earthy
body will not be transformed into an identity with the spirit-body of the
Lord Jesus. He will be dealt with judicially after the example of the first
man, who, after receiving sentence of death, was "driven" with shame
from the Divine Presence, to live awhile in sorrow and pain, and then to
die and rot in the dust from whence he came (Gen. 3:24). Such is the
unhappy future of those "who profess to know God, but in works deny
him;" and who, being "in Christ Jesus, walk after the flesh". After this
order, "they come forth into a resurrection of condemnation," in which
they reap of the flesh the corruption due to what they have thereunto
sown. Eureka vol. ,,,�part 2 "Blessed is He who Wateheth"
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The Lord Jesus says that they see his shame. Bro. Thomas asks the
question—who are the "they"? The passage doesn't tell us, but it is
answered by going back to the situation in Eden Adam & Eve's shame
was before the Elohim. Bro Thomas continues:

And this interpretation is in harmony with the words of Jesus, who saith
in Luke 12:8, "whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the
Son of Man also confess before the angels of the Deity, and before my
Father who is in heaven;" and "whosoever shall be ashamed of me, and
of my words, of him shall the Son of Man be ashamed when he shall
come in his own glory, and the Father's, and of the Holy Angels" (Luke
9:26): "I will deny him before my Father" (Matt. 10:33). So that what
we confess, or deny, and do in the present state, will define our moral
standing at the bar of the Divine Court of Teman; where "they who have
been accounted worthy to obtain of that aion (the Resurrection-Aion)
and of the resurrection from among the dead (which gives entrance into
it) are equal to the angels:" all else are repudiated, or denied, and put to
shame before all "his servants, both small and great," whether angels, or
constituents of the Perfect Man.

Cultivating our minds
Our nakedness in that day will be due to a lack of oil in our lamps. As we
sow so shall we reap. The great Creator has entrusted us with this most
precious commodity known to man the human brain. It is an incredibly
complex storage system. Fed with the sincere milk of the word, (1 Pet 2:2)
it can blossom into something that reflects glory and praise to God.
Attuned to His word it speaks forth words of grace and truth. Our minds
are affected by what we hear and what we see. The environment in which
we choose to place ourselves greatly influences our spiritual life. Men and
women who seek to reflect the praises of their Heavenly Father think
carefully about the company they keep, the places they visit, the things
they watch and read.
The things of Adam need little encouragement they come naturally. The
things of God have to be cultivated. For the seed to grow and bring forth
fruit necessitates the careful cultivation of our minds. The rooting out of
the thorns is no easy task, as Jesus warned:

And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard,
go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life,
and bring no fruit to perfection. Luke 8:14

Note carefully the things that stifle the word of God: cares, riches,
pleasures of life. Be warned by the Master, lest we walk naked in that day.
What was the word used by Peter to describe the milk of the Word?
Sincere an interesting Greek compound word meaning "not adulterated,
not a bait or snare". The things of the world are adulterated. They are a
snare. They often are not what they seem to be. They are like the fishing



18—Prophecies for today— for the saints Chapter 2

bait an attractive easy meal for the biting; yet hiding the fisherman's
hook. So much money and time is spent by the world to dress up its
message "come share your time with me, I will entertain you". The end
of that road however proves to be shame and everlasting contempt.

But that [seed] on the good ground are they, which in an honest and
good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with
patience. Luke 8:15

Again note the simple but profound words of our Lord: hear; keep; bring
forth fruit. They are in the correct order. We cannot get anywhere without
hearing, and what should we be hearing? The words of men? No! The
Word of God. Then we must keep it—hold it fast, keep it in memory,
meditate upon it. Then it can grow and bring forth fruit with patience and
cheerful endurance.
We must ask, "Why did our Master choose this exhortation for 21st century
Christadelphians"? Because he knew it would be so relevant in our day.
Sixty years of peace have exacted a terrible toll in spiritual strength. We
rarely have had to stand up for what we believe. I speak from the viewpoint
of the UK there are areas of the world where this freedom of worship is
not permitted and living the Truth is a great test of faith. Here, living in a
godless society has sapped our will to stand apart and be different; to tread
the narrow way when all around apparently enjoy their lives walking down
the broad way.

For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the
wicked.

When I thought to know this, it was too painful for me; Until I went into
the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end Ps 73:3,16,17

What would Asaph have beheld when he went into the sanctuary that
convinced him of the folly of the godless? He would behold the brazen
altar covered with the beaten-out plates of brass formed from the censers
that Korah and his followers had used when these Levites challenged the
position of Moses and Aaron (Num 16:38). They were a permanent
reminder to Israel to honour God with their worship.
With these exhortations to strengthen and encourage us, we turn to prophe-
cies about the trials and restoration of Israel.
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Chapter 3:

PROPHECIES FOR TODAY—ABOUT ISRAEL
In our second strand of prophecies that lead up to Christ as King in
Jerusalem, we now look at the prophecies that concern the nation of Israel.
They are the people of God, out of favour because of unbelief and enduring
centuries of punishments for their rejection of their Messiah. But as with all
God's ways nothing is wasted. God achieves so much though His actions.
Israel's punishment will turn out to have prepared them for that final
reform that will see Israel in the exalted position of walking by faith.

God's nation in the Latter �days
We can see from the many prophecies that cover this time-period a fairly
clear picture of the steps Israel will experience in the final process to purge
away their stony heart and replace it by a heart of flesh upon which can be
written the oracles of God. (e.g. Eze 36:26)

• They return back to their land. Eze 38:8
They possess Jerusalem. Zec 12:2
They are surrounded by enemies. Zec 12:2
They are held in disfavour by the nations. Eze 36:2-4

• Neighbours are like a "pricking brier". Eze 28:24
� Practically all are in unbelief of the Messiahship of Jesus. Zec

13:6
This is their position now. The next steps are beginning to unfold.

� They are to dwell in the "midst" of the Land. Eze 38:12
� They are to dwell on "the mountains" of Israel. Eze 38:8
� They will dwell in peace and safety. Eze 38:8,11,14
� They will dwell in prosperity. Eze 38:12

It is probable that at this time the Master returns to his household and that
during the period of judgement the final steps unfold.

� A remnant responds to the preaching work of Elijah. Mal 4:5
� Increasing opposition to Israel's existence. Eze 38:2-6
• The nations invade to take a spoil and destroy Israel. Eze 38:9-

12,15,16
� Many Jews are killed or taken captive. Zec 13:8; 14:2
� Others flee eastward, others remain in the land. Zec 14:2; Isa 16:4
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� Israel's darkest hour their power and their pride crushed. Dan
12:1

The immortalised saints are ready to follow the Lamb to save his people.
� Israel cries to their God who hears their call! Deut 30:1-4
� Christ and the saints come up from the south. Hab 3:3-6
� A great earthquake splits the Mount of Olives. Zec 14:4
� Outpouring of natural phenomena destroys the enemy. Eze 38:22
� Battle of Armageddon the enemy defeated in the land. Joel 3:12-

14
� Israel recognise their Messiah. Zec 12:10
� They are baptised into Christ. Zec 13:1
� Nucleus of Kingdom established in Israel. Zec 12:7-10
� Call to scattered Israel to return. Eze 36:24

Let's now examine in detail some of these points. It is evident that the
nations are drawn against Israel out of a desire to destroy the nation. In
later chapters we will look at the growing hostility towards Israel; here we
look at the scriptural basis. Our starting point is in the detail of the sixth
vial, for this prepares for the Armageddon contest.

And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates;
and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east
might be prepared.

And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the
dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the
false prophet.

For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto
the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the
battle of that great day of God Almighty.

Behold, I come as a thief Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his
garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.

And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue
Armageddon. Rev 16:12-16

Preparing the way of the Kings out of a Sun's risings
We looked briefly at the Dtying up of the River Euphrates in Milestones
2001 chapter 2. This drying up was a very necessary precursor to the first
item in our list above. It is perhaps difficult to comprehend that the many
nations that make up the Middle East are all so comparatively new. It was
only with the drying up of the power of Turkey, and the influence of the
British in the region following the ending of WWI, that Israel, Jordan, Iraq,
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Syria, etc emerged, replacing the nomadic tribes that wandered around the
area.
The reason given in verse 12 for the drying up is so that the way of the
kings of the east might be prepared. Who are these kings from the east—or
from the sun's rising, as the Greek phrase literally means. Bro Thomas
gives a literal translation as: -

"That the way of the Kings who are out of a Sun's risings might be
prepared"

Remembering that Revelation is a book of symbol we look for a solution
based upon its symbology. In the natural world the heat from the sun
causes the seeds to shoot, the plants to grow. In spiritual matters the Lord
Jesus is the coming Sun and he will cause many to spring forth of the dust
of the ground to be the stars of the new political heavens—the kings and
priests of that age. A kingdom needs a land; that land was promised long
ago to Abraham and his seed. For Israel's King and rulers to be revealed,
"preparation" work was required. The Turk had to be removed and, under
Britain's control, the ancient homeland made accessible to returning Jews.
There must have been few at the time who comprehended that, nearly 90
years on from the British taking of Jerusalem, we would still be awaiting
the Master's return! Yet what a lot has happened. Israel is back in their
land and almost half the world's Jewish population lives in Israel. What has
developed is the growing level of hostility to Israel; not only on the part of
many of her Arab neighbours; but also from Europe and the UN
organisation.
As we shall see in chapter 12, in the name of "human rights" the UN brings
many resolutions against Israel. Although Israel is the only truly democrati-
cally run country in the Middle East, with a free press and free elections,
she is constantly being challenged because of her perceived human rights
abuses. The work of Elijah in bringing about a reformation will exacerbate
that hostility to the point of banding nations together to destroy her. The
Vatican's claims to her "rights" in Israel are being pushed now with
increasing vigour. Again it is not hard to see a coming challenge to the
Vatican by the Jews in the land as Elijah opens their eyes further to the
blasphemy of this system.
Dwelling at peace
We have looked many times at the period of peace spoken of by Ezekiel.
To recapitulate:

� They dwell safely/securely. 38:11,12
� This state is evident to all. 38:14
� They are prosperous. 38:12,13
� Dwelling in "the midst of the land". 38:12



22—Prophecies for today — about Israel Chapter 3

� On the "mountains of Israel". 38:8
� It is a state of "trespass" in God's eyes. 39:26
� This is punished by the invasion. 39:26-28
� Their "friends" are Sheba, Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish

with her young lions. 38:13
� God delivers His people. 38:19-23

The situation in Israel over the past few years has been far from peaceful.
With the death of Yasser Arafat there is now the possibility of great
changes in Israel's situation, as we consider in chapter 11. We know by
faith that it will happen. We should not expect however for this to be fully
in place before the return of the Master to his household. This time can
well lie in what may well be a lengthy period during which the judgement
takes place followed by a period of preparation of the saints for that great
change to immortality and of their instruction in the great work that will be
about to unfold.
It is in this period that the work of Elijah takes place. (Milestones 2003
chapter 12 contains an exposition of Malachi 4 that deals with this future
work).
It is evident from prophecy that the final part of the conflict over Israel is
not just a territorial one of "spoil", which is a key element that brings Gog
down to the land, but a religious one too. Gog is assisted by "christian"
Europe and the Vatican. The later-day Babylon the Great is destroyed, a
retribution for all the evil it has done in Zion. We learn from our Master in
the book of Revelation that this Babylon power is primarily a religious
system that has opposed the Truth in the past and will continue to do so.

And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked
with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her
hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication:
And upon her forehead was a name written, MY STERY , BABY LON

THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS
OF THE EARTH.

And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the
blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with
great admiration. Rev 17:4-6

Isaiah sees the future conflict as a religious sacrifice being offered to God;
the just deserts of nations who have striven to destroy Israel.

For the indignation of the LORD is upon all nations, and his fury upon
all their armies: he hath utterly destroyed them, he hath delivered them
to the slaughter.
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The sword of the LORD is filled with blood, it is made fat with fatness,
and with the blood of lambs and goats, with the fat of the kidneys of
rams: for the LORD hath a sacrifice in Bozrah, and a great slaughter in
the land of Idumea.

For it is the day of the LORD's vengeance, and the year of recompences
for the controversy of Zion. Isa 34:2,6,8

The controversy of Zion
What is this controversy? Throughout Israel's history, nations have
despised Israel and sought her downfall. Often God has brought those
nations against Israel as a punishment for waywardness. Nevertheless, God
punishes them for despising God's people. For long centuries Jerusalem
has been overthrown. But the day of Israel's rebirth as the people of the
great King is dawning. The coming battle in the land of Israel will be
God's vengeance on Israel's foes. The controversy of Zion will hinge on
who is the true God. Is it the God championed by Christendom—a triune
God whose will is thwarted by a supernatural devil, or Israel's one God? Is
it a kingdom of God rooted in the church and having existed for centuries,
or a kingdom of God to be established on the basis of the promises to the
fathers in the land promised to them?
The Vatican and Israel
Anti-Semitism is deep rooted in the Roman Catholic Church because of
these issues. If Israel's one God is the true God, then Christendom's triune
God is false. If it is true that the God of Israel is sending His son to be King
in Jerusalem, then Christendom's kingdom rooted in the Roman church
with the Pope as the Vicar of Christ—"in the place of Christ"—is false. As
we quoted in Milestones 2003 (p70) from Daniel Goldhagen in his Hitler's
Willing Executioners, Chysostom, a 4th century "church father" stated:

"Where Christ-killers gather, the cross is ridiculed, God blasphemed, the
father unacknowledged, the son insulted, the grace of the Spirit rejected
... If the Jewish rites are holy and venerable, our way of life must be
false. But if our way is true, as indeed it is, theirs is fraudulent.

This anti-Jewish outlook is engrained in Church teaching. The Catholic
Encyclopaedia sums up the church's teaching on the return of Christ and
his earthly kingdom in a section on Millennium and Millenarianisml

The [church's] opposition to millenarianism became more general
towards the end of the second century... St. Augustine finally held to the
conviction that there will be no millennium. The struggle between Christ
and His saints on the one hand and the wicked world and Satan on the
other, is waged in the Church on earth... The Middle Ages were never
tainted with millenarianism; it was foreign both to the theology of that

1 http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10307a.htm
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period and to the religious ideas of the people... Certain fantastical sects
of England and N. America, such as the Irvingites... Adventists, adopted
both apocalyptic and millenarian views, expecting the return of Christ
and the establishment of His kingdom at an early date.

The Vatican and the return of Christ
The Roman Catholic Church cannot ignore the many scriptural references
to the return of Christ, but cleverly this event is put off until after the Jews
have accepted Christ and after a time of testing caused by Antichrist
claiming to be Messiah. The Roman Catholic catechisml teaches [my
emphasis]:

674 The glorious Messiah's coming is suspended at every moment of
history until his recognition by "all Israel", for "a hardening has come
upon part of Israel" in their "unbelief' toward Jesus... The "full
inclusion" of the Jews in the Messiah's salvation, in the wake of "the
full number of the Gentiles", will enable the People of God to achieve
"the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ", in which "God may
be all in all".

675 Before Christ's second coming the Church must pass through a final
trial that will shake the faith of many believers. The persecution that
accompanies her pilgrimage on earth will unveil the "mystery of
iniquity" in the form of a religious deception offering men an apparent
solution to their problems at the price of apostasy from the truth. The
supreme religious deception is that of the Antichrist, a pseudo-
messianism by which man glorifies himself in place of God and of his
Messiah come in the flesh.
676 The Antichrist's deception already begins to take shape in the
world every time the claim is made to realize within history that
messianic hope which can only be realized beyond history through the
eschatological judgement. The Church has rejected even modified forms
of this falsification of the kingdom to come under the name of
millenarianism, especially the "intrinsically perverse" political form of
a secular messianism.
677 The Church will enter the glory of the kingdom only through this
final Passover... The kingdom will be fulfilled, then, not by a historic
triumph of the Church through a progressive ascendancy, but only by
God's victory over the final unleashing of evil, which will cause his
Bride to come down from heaven. God's triumph over the revolt of evil
will take the form of the Last Judgement after the final cosmic upheaval
of this passing world.

��http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc/p1s2c2a7.htnn#1
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The stage has therefore already been set. A revival of Jewish anticipation
of the appearance of the Messiah, brought about by Elijah's preaching, will
surely be the final straw for Catholic Europe. On the basis of their cate-
chism, quoted above, they will claim this is anti-Christ's work, and will
give support to Russia to deal with this troublous people.
When the enemy is defeated in Israel and Christ and the saints set up the
Kingdom, one can see increased fanatical cries of "anti-Christ" being
levelled at the true Messiah! No wonder the picture is painted of Europe
resisting to the death; a lake of fire and a reaping of the vine harvest are
symbols used to describe this future contest after Armageddon. As Daniel
was told; the 4th beast power is to be destroyed.

I beheld then because of the voice of the great words which the horn
spake: I beheld even till the beast was slain, and his body destroyed, and
given to the burning flame. Dan 7: 1 1

We now turn to our third strand—prophecies concerning the Gentile
nations.
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Chapter 4:

PROPHECIES FOR TODAY-ABOUT
GENTILE NATIONS
Our third strand of prophecies that lead up to Christ as King in Jerusalem,
concerns the Gentile nations. They are drawn into the land mainly through
their dislike of Israel, yet at the same time drawn there by the hidden hand
of God. After millennia of man's misrule, the time has come for God's
power and authority to be demonstrated once more. A  frequent refrain of
these prophecies is, "That they might know that I am Yahweh". The rise of
Zion necessitates the fall of Babylon the Great. The two religious systems
are incompatible. Israel's long night is soon to depart and with the new
dawn comes the sweeping away of the lies and deception that has misled
the nations for so long. "The man of sin" is to be consumed with the spirit
of his mouth and destroyed with the brightness of his coming. 2 Thess 2:8.
We have split this strand of prophecies into two chapters. This one deals
with the background prophecies about Gentile nations up to recent times
and the following chapter covers prophecies about the present and future,
though of necessity there is some overlap.

Paul's Man of Sin�2 Thessalonians 2
The apostle Paul warned the Thessalonian believers of coming troubles that
would arise, initially within the ecclesia.

• There would be a falling away within the ecclesia. v3
• This would in time enable the "man of sin" to be revealed. v3
• This "man" would be opposed to the Truth and seek to exalt his

position, even claiming to be God! v4
• A change had to occur before this "man" power could develop

fully, but preparations were already apparent. vv6,7
• It would continue until taken out of the way by the coming of the

Lord. vv7,8
• His ambitions would be boundless and totally deceptive. vv9-12

The development of the "man of sin" once paganism was removed from
the Roman world at the hand of Constantine in the 4th century has been
well expounded in many writings and will be dealt with later in this
chapter. For now we pass over this time and focus on the fact that at the
time of the Lord's return there still will be a power that deceives its
followers and is opposed to the Lord Jesus. If we need a reminder as to
who is the true enemy at the Lord's coming, it is surely indicated here not
Moslem, but a corrupt Christianity, which had its origins in the decline
from the purity of the 1st century ecclesias.
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Believing as we do in the inspiration of these words, it is essential that we
grasp the Lord's assessment of this system. We list the words used:

� Man of sin. v3
� Opposes everything belonging to God. v4
� Exalts himself above all. v4
ɸ Sits in "the temple of God" acting as God. v4
� Wicked [one]. v8
� Working of satan. v9
� Power, signs, lying wonders, deceivableness of unrighteousness.

vv9,10
� Teaches a lie that deludes his followers. v11

There are many books that show the real truth about the Catholic Church,
showing the claims and titles of this system are utterly false. Consider the
titles of Pope John Paul II:

Bishop of Rome, Vicar of Jesus Christ, Successor of the Prince of the
Apostles, Supreme Pontiff of the Western Church, Patriarch of the West,
Primate of Italy, Archbishop and Metropolitan of the Province of Rome,
Sovereign of the State of Vatican City.

Other papal titles are:
Servant of the Servants of God, Pontifex Maximus, Father of Princes
and Kings, Rector of the World upon Earth, (Most) Holy Father.

A vicar is defined as "A priest who acts for or represents another". It
comes from the Latin vicarius, vicarious, a substitute. 1 The sin of the
papacy is that it deludes its followers to put their trust and money—into
a system based upon a lie. The Pope is not the successor of Peter. He has
put himself as vicar or substitute for Christ! "The church" is not the
channel of God's dealings with man. It is an evil system that has grown
over the centuries completely deceiving the nations as to its authority and
respectability. We too must not be deceived. The frail old man who heads
this organisation, who churns out many "saints", is not a biblical saint but
the enemy of Christ. His church is described as being:

drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of
Jesus: Rev 17:6

It is clear from 2 Thessalonians 2:8 and Revelation 17:14 that this system is
to be found opposing the Lord at his return and will be destroyed by Christ

Webster's online. vicarius, from vicis change, alternation, turn, the
position, place, or office of one person as assumed by another; akin to
Greek to yield, give way.
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and the saints. We should not be surprised therefore to find that in the run-
up to the revealing of the Lord Jesus, this system is actively opposed to
Christ's people—the Jews.

Although the Roman Church was severely weakened under the outpouring
of the vials of Revelation 16, we have seen a remarkable re-growth in her
power and influence in these last days. Few leaders seem to have a true
understanding of the political aims of this organisation. However this is
what the Lord foretold.

...I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon
many waters:

With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the
inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her
fbrnication. Rev 17:1,2

For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fbrnication,
and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the
merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her
delicacies. Rev 18:3

So it is not surprising that her true ways are hidden.

A woman clothed with the sun
Revelation 12 gives the details of the first of the great symbolic earth-
quakes of Revelation. It amplifies the details given in chapter 6:12-13—the
outpouring of the sixth seal. It depicts the great change to the Roman world
when it was no longer pagan but "Christian", brought about by
Constantine. "It was the more remarkable as it is estimated that only 10%
of the population of the East and 5% of the West were Christians."1
We have the opening picture in verse 1, the opening headline as it were,
and what follows tells us how this situation was attained.

And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with
the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of
twelve stars:

And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be
delivered

And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red
dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his
heads.
And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them
to the earth: and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready to
be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born.

1 Mainstream of Civilisation Chodrow etc.
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And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a
rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne.
Rev 12:1-5

The true bride was no longer chaste, she was with child! She was to occupy
the political heavens of the Roman world, through the hand of the man-
child who would be caught up to political supremacy. We can date this
pregnancy from AD 33 to AD 313 when Constantine proclaimed himself as
champion of the Christians. It had lasted 280 days of years. The birth pangs
lasted for about 10 years a period of intense persecution under Diocletian.
Diocletian appointed his friend Maximian as co-ruler, they having the rank
of Augusti. Diocletian ruled the East from Nicomedia on the Bosporus and
Maximian the West from Milan. Beneath them were appointed two
Caesars Constantius under Maximian and Galarius under Diocletian. The
boundary between East and West ran along the River Danube, then to the
Adriatic Sea. We shall see the significance of this in later chapters when
looking at the modern boundaries between East and West.
In AD 305 Diocletian and Maximian abdicated and the two Caesars moved
up to be Augusti and new Caesars appointed. The new Augustus
Constantius was appointed emperor over Gaul and Britain.
Constantius was a pagan but married to Helena, a Christian. When their son
Constantine was only around 18, Constantius died suddenly in York. The
army promoted his son Constantine as emperor in place of his father.
Constantine's rise to fame was rapid. With strengthening power the young
man lead his army against the emperor over Rome and Carthage,
Maxentius, and defeated him on the outskirts of Rome—the Battle of
Milvian Bridge, AD 312. He declared that he was fighting in defence of the
Christians. Constantine was now sole ruler of the West. Meanwhile a new
emperor Licinius defeated Augustus Galarius and became sole ruler of the
East, until defeated by Constantine in AD 324. The man-child of
Revelation 12 was now in complete control. The red Dragon had been
defeated. The woman that gave him birth was the church—his embrace of
Christianity gave him the support he needed. The woman was a symbolic
mother, although as we have noted his own mother Helena was a Christian!
The god that Constantius and his family worshiped was the Unconquered
Sun, whose birthday was the winter solstice. This was adopted in
Constantine's day as the birthday of Jesus, with its traditional feastings!

The Roman midwinter holiday, Saturnalia, was both a gigantic fair and a
festival of the home. Riotous merry-making took place, and the halls of
houses were decked with boughs of laurel and evergreen trees. Lamps
were kept burning to ward off the spirits of darkness. Schools were
closed, the army rested, and no criminals were executed. Friends visited
one another, bringing good-luck gifts of fruit, cakes, candles, dolls,
jewellery, and incense. Temples were decorated with evergreens
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symbolizing life's continuity, and processions of people with masked or
blackened faces and fantastic hats danced through the streets. 1

The Dragon
The Dragon symbol first appears in
Revelation 12, which we have just
looked at, and introduces us to the
Roman world at the time of Constantine.
One of the standards that the Roman
armies fought under was a purple-red
dragon! This is shown in a famous
picture in Rome depicting the battle of
Milvian Bridge when Constantine
defeated Maxentius.

The dragon's characteristics are given in verse 3:
a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns
upon his heads.

Seven heads and ten horns link us to Daniel's vision of the four beasts in
Daniel 7, which we looked at in last year's Milestones. A quick mathemati-
cal count up of the heads and horns of the four beasts described in this
chapter, finds agreement with the numbers in Revelation. As well as seven
heads linking to the seven-hilled city of Rome (Rev 17:9), it is linked to
seven kings (17:10), symbolic of the seven forms of government that Rome
underwent. The 6th head was to be wounded, allowing a 7th head to exist for
a short time (17:10,11), and then the 6th was restored (17:11). The 6th
form—the Imperial was destroyed for a while and replaced by barbarian
invaders—the Gothic head, but that was of limited duration and the former
imperial glories restored.

The defeat of paganism under Constantine was not a change of "head". The
th Imperial head spanned from 71 BC right through to AD 476 when the

German Odoacer became the first barbarian king of Rome. For centuries
Rome worshipped pagan gods, with the Caesars and Emperors being the
great upholders of these gods, in fact being worshipped as gods themselves.
Diocletian for example identified himself with Jupiter and "emphasised his
semi-divine nature through elaborate ceremonial".2 With the coming of
Constantine himself a worshipper of pagan gods, but born to a Christian
mother and espousing Christianity the "church" no longer suffered such
persecution and within a short period it was accepted as the State religion.
The defeat of the pagan Roman dragon did not lead to its extinction
however. We find the dragon power continuing as a symbol, though not
described as red. In defeating the Dragon, Constantine had absorbed it, re-

1 http://www.shambhala.org/arts/fest/unconquered.html
3!History of Ancient Rome. Nathaniel Harris
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branding it as Christian. With Constantine's shift of seat of government to
the rebuilt city of Byzantium, renamed Constantinople after himself, we
find the Dragon symbol transferred to the Empire in the East.
Constantinople is known as the Second Rome. Its architecture was based
on that of Rome and Roman law under Constantine proceeded from this
new centre.
We move on nearly 60 years after the death of Constantine and the Roman
Empire was no longer united. Upon the death of Theodosius "the Great",
some 80 years before the arrival of Odoacer, the Empire was divided
between his two sons. The Eastern Empire went its own way with its
capital in Constantinople and the West with its capital in Ravenna. It was
the West that would fall to the barbarians, the East continuing until the fall
of Constantinople in AD 1453. Clearly one symbol—the Dragon would
not be able to describe this new situation and so a new symbol is
introduced to describe the situation in the West the symbol of the Beast in
its various forms.

The Roman Empire was continued at Constantinople—not as a theory
and an idea, but as a simple and daily reality of politics and
administration. In one sense the east Roman empire was more lineally
and really Roman than the West: it was absolutely continuous from
ancient times... In another sense the western empire was more Roman;
for its capital—in theory at least was Rome itself, and the Roman
Church stood by its side, whilst Constantinople was Hellenic and even
Oriental. Between the two empires there was fixed an impassable gulf.
They were divided by deep differences of thought and temper, which
appeared more particularly in the sphere of religion, and expressed
themselves in the cleavage between the Catholic and Orthodox
Churches. Empire. Enc. Brit. 14th ed.

With the fall of Constantinople the seat of the Dragon moved again, this
time to Moscow, and this became known as the Third Rome!

But as, when Rome fell, the Catholic Church survived, and ultimately
found itself a new empire of the West, so, when Constantinople fell, the
Orthodox Church continued its life, and found for itself a new empire of
the East—the empire of Russia. Under Ivan the Great (1462-1505)
Moscow became the metropolis of Orthodoxy; Byzantine law influenced
his code; and he took for his cognizance the double-headed eagle. Ivan
the Terrible, his grandson, finally assumed in 1547 the title of Tsar;
henceforth the Russian emperors became, in theory and very largely in
fact, the successors of the old East Roman emperors, the heads of the
Orthodox Church, with the mission of vengeance on Islam for the fall of
Constantinople. Empire. Enc. Brit. 14th ed.

It is interesting that in the article above it was Constantinople that held the
lineage of Rome—hence the Spirit keeps the Dragon as its symbol. The
movement to Russia is well documented and so today we see Moscow as
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the seat of the Dragon. In Milestones 2003 we traced this two-fold division,
which corresponds to the two legs of Nebuchadnezzar's image. The
Dragon is associated with the centre of the military might of the Roman
Empire—a role being taken up by Russia today, as we shall see.

Tnk!Bkgsz!ul!znk!Wkg
Revelation 13 and 17 outline the development of the Beast in its various
phases. This development is closely based on the characteristics of the four
beasts in Daniel 7. Daniel's 4th beast is shown to continue down to the time
of the end and to be a persecutor of the saints and the people of God. It
brings before us a stout horn which spoke "great things" and "prevailed
against the saints", that thought to "change times and laws". This is a
picture of Western Rome and the Holy Roman Empire with Pope and
Emperor, which, although now past, is being recreated in these last days,
for the 4th beast meets its end at the hand of the "ancient of days" at the
time of judgment.
The first phase is that of the Beast of the Sea, as detailed in Revelation
13:1-10. In this beast, we are looking at the same system; all the elements
from the four beasts in Daniel are amalgamated.

And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the
sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns,
and upon his heads the name of blasphemy.

And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as
the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon
gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority. Rev 13:1,2
And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly
wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast.

And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and
blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two
months. Rev 13:3,5

The 7th (barbarian) head was of short duration, being overthrown by
Justinian the Emperor in Constantinople. It was the support that Justinian,
and later Phocas, gave to the early days of the Papacy which enabled the 6th
head to revive, with the Popes now as head of church and state—hence the
giving of power, seat (Gk: thronos = throne) and authority.

The papal power was to continue for 42 months-1260 symbolic days-
1260 years. From the decree of Justinian, AD 535, 1260 takes us to 1795,
the end of the French Revolution. From the decree of Phocas, issued
sometime before his death in AD 610, 1260 takes us to the period just
before the final fall of the temporal power of the papacy in 1870.
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The Beast of the Earth
And 1 beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two
horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.
And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth
the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose
deadly wound was healed.

And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from
heaven on the earth in the sight of men,
And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those
miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to
them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the
beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live. Rev 13:11-14

Here we have a parallel development, a greater detail of the little horn
power of Daniel's 4th beast. It was the development of the Holy Roman
Empire, with Pope and Emperor having power over men's lives. The Popes
developed their power base in Rome, but this was threatened by the
Lombards in AD 758. Pope Stephen appealed to Pepin, king of the Franks
to come to his aid. Pepin and his son Charlemagne defeated them and in
AD 799 Pope Leo crowned Charlemagne as Emperor of Rome. Hence the
two horns—Pope and Emperor. The Holy Roman Empire lasted until the
19th century, when the empire was destroyed and the papacy shaken by
Napoleon under the out-pouring of the vials, as detailed in Revelation 16.

The Image of the Beast
... that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by
a sword, and did live

And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image
of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not
worship the image of the beast should be killed.

And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond,
to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads:
And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the
name of the beast, or the number of his name. Rev 13:14-17

In the 1000 or so years of the Holy Roman Empire, the Popes were granted
extensive possessions in Italy and ruled over this territory as Kings. This is
neatly symbolised by Revelation 13's "image of the beast "—a replica of
the Beast system.
With this background of prophecies fulfilled in the past, we turn to prophe-
cies of the Gentile nations relating to the present and the future.
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Chapter 5:

PROPHECIES FOR TODAY—ABOUT
GENTILE NATIONS continued
We now consider those prophecies about Gentile nations that concern the
present and future.

The Beast at the time of the end
The various phases of the beasts in Revelation 13 came to an end in the
1800s, but it is clear from Daniel's prophecies (which we looked at last
year) that this Roman system continues to the time of the Master's return.
The book of Revelation confirms the final phase of the Beast in chapter 17.
What we are seeing emerging in the EU is the development of this final
phase; it will reach its zenith after the battle of Armageddon when, with
the destruction of the mainly Dragon element of the confederation of
nations that invade of Israel, the Beast rallies support in Europe against
what they see as the emerging Antichrist. When Jesus establishes the
Kingdom and calls upon the nations to submit, the Beast will resist until it
is destroyed (Rev 19:11-21). In chapter 8 we will look at the developing
power of the Beast.

Who draws the nations down against Israel?
We read in Revelation 16:15,16

Behold, I come as a thief Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his
garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.

And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue
Armageddon.

Who is the he? Surely the one who says 'I come as a thief'. God has
entrusted to His Son the work of establishing the Kingdom. He will bring
the nations down to Israel because many aspects of God's purpose are
encompassed in the decisive battle to be fought there.

 The Gogian invasion and its destruction destroys Israel's infra-
structure—the land will be cleared for a new start under Christ.

• It purges out the faithless in Israel.
• It breaks their spirit of pride; humbled they cry out to God.
• Christ's victory at Armageddon destroys those who seek to

destroy God's people.
• It reveals the Messiah to Israel.
• Jerusalem's topography is changed and a new river flows forth.
• It demonstrates the power of Israel's redeemer to the world.
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� It reveals Christ and the saints to the world.
� It confirms to Christendom that this must be Antichrist, so rallying

Europe to resist Christ's call for submission.
� Europe becomes a "lake of fire" until the 4th beast is destroyed.

A lot of things come together, so it has to be the work of the angels
directing affairs that bring them together at the right time. Here is another
relevant passage:

And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, 0 Gog,
prince of Rosh, Meshech and Tubal:

And 1 will turn thee about, and put hooks into thy jaws, and! will bring
thee forth, and all thine army, horses and horsemen... Eze 38:3,4 (RV)

The nations are not aware of being drawn by God. On the surface they
come because of their own desires. They are like Nebuchadnezzar of old,
whose ambition to enlarge his territory was used by God to draw him
against Jerusalem (Jer 27:6,8; 28:14; Eze 29:19-20), and like the Roman
generals of AD 66-70 who, unbeknown to them, came at God's behest
(Deut 28:48; Matt 22:7). They are motivated by the frog-like democratic
spirit that emanates out of the mouth of the Dragon, the Beast and the False
Prophet.
The EU, led by France, is a great champion of human rights. It is
interesting that what Europe—and the UN level against Israel is their
breach of the human rights of the Palestinians. No protests are made for the
"rights" of the Israeli to defend his family and country from indiscriminate
suicide attacks! It is used as a stick to beat Israel at every opportunity, as
we shall see. One can see how this spirit will unite Europe against Israel.
The False Prophet
One of the key players at the time of the Master's return is the False
Prophet.

And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the
dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the
false prophet. Rev 16:13

The False Prophet is a new symbol introduced at this stage of the unfolding
history. It is clearly a religious system and we have to consider whether it
is a Moslem power or a Christian. We see the power and influence of the
Moslem religion in many parts of the world, but especially in Europe. I
have a cutting from The Australian 6-12-04 with the headline Backlash
against toleration: European nations are abandoning their doctrines of
diversity in the face of Islamism. It lists the problems many European
countries have in halting the rise in "Islamism". Many of the Moslem laws
are seen as "uncivilised". The messages preached from the Mosques are
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seen to be "violent and extremist". Many are worried by the growing tide
of Muslim immigrants.

Yet this is not the False Prophet. It is clear from our look at 2nd
Thessalonians 2 that the power that would exalt itself against Christ had its
origin in the 1st century ecclesias. Even in Paul's days, the Truth was
beginning to be corrupted by the introduction of Mosaic rituals and pagan
philosophy. This developed into the "splendour" of the Roman Church,
with its vestments, incense, sacrifices (in the Mass) and its blending in of
pagan ideas on the immortal soul, trinity, priestly celibacy, etc. A prophet
primarily should be a teacher. A false teacher is one who deceives the
people, claiming to speak in God's name. Interestingly the idea that the
title of false prophet could be pinned on Mahomet was made by the Roman
Church to divert attention away from her. Mahomet claimed to be a
prophet, but he never accepted Christianity and so did not preach a
corrupted brand of Christianity, as required by the symbol. Nor did he ever
claim to have "wrought miracles" (Rev. 19:20). Rome fits the symbol, not
Mecca.
We shall see in later chapters the growing power of the False Prophet.
Why does the False Prophet symbol only appear at this stage of history?
Earlier we looked at the symbol of an Image of the Beast, an appropriate
symbol for the Papacy when the Pope ruled as a king over the extensive
papal territories. Under the vial judgments described in Revelation 16 these
lands were shorn away. Today the Pope has only a tiny possession—the
Vatican City. Thus a new symbol was required to cover this new situation.
We see a confirmation of the application of the False Prophet symbol to the
Papacy, in that it was at the time of the loss of her sovereignty in 1870 that
the doctrine of Papal Infallibility was proclaimed. What greater blasphemy
than this claim to be God's mouthpiece. A false prophet indeed!

Nkh{ingjtk••gx(s!isgmk
One of the pictures that God has chosen to convey to us the situation at the
time of the end is that of the image as seen by Nebuchadnezzar. Being in
the form of a man, it necessarily had two legs and two feet, united to a
body and head. One cannot force the symbol too far it does a remarkable
job in conveying in the different metals the succession of empires over a
long period of history but one of the important aspects is its standing
upon its two feet. The various parts of the image have come and gone; yet
in a remarkable way we are instructed that "we haven't seen anything yet!"
As Bro Thomas put it when asked "Does not the Image represent a
succession of empires?"

The metals in their order do, but not the Image. There are not four
images, but four metals in one image. Therefore one image of divers
metals, one dominion of divers constituents. Herald of the Kingdom
1852



Chapter 5 Prophecies for today— about Gentile Nations cont.-37

What God was showing the king was a situation that reached long years
into the future from the Babylonian king and is still not complete.

But there is a God in heaven that revealeth secrets, and maketh known
to the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days. Dan 2:28
Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to
pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing-
floors; and the wind carried them away, that no place was found for
them: and the stone that smote the image became a great mountain,
and filled the whole earth. v35

Daniel greatly desired to know about this time period. Much was revealed
to him, but he himself was not to see it in his lifetime.

And I heard, but I understood not: then said I, 0 my Lord, what shall be
the end of these things?

And he said, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed
till the time of the end.

But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy
lot at the end of the days. Dan 12:8,9,13

It is our privilege to be living at these times, which enables us to under-
stand more fully the things conveyed to the faithful prophet. We see the
rapid movement back to a Europe divided into two camps, yet, at the very
point when the image stands fully erect, united under the control of a
golden head. We looked briefly at this prophecy last year and in more
detail in 2000. For our purpose this year, we look at its head and feet.
The golden head
The details of the head are easily given—it was of fine gold (v32) and in
the first place it represented Nebuchadnezzar (v38). There was nothing
kind and gentle about this head of gold. It represented great power, the
power of life and death!
We are given no more details in this chapter, but Daniel, many years later,
is shown the same "kingdom of men" under the symbols of four beasts
instead of four metals. Two of the extra features of the head of 4th beast
were its teeth and the development of one of the horns.

... behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly;
and it had great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces...

I considered the horns, and, behold, there came up among them another
little horn, before whom there were three of the .first horns plucked up by
the roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of man, and a
mouth speaking great things. Dan 7:7,8

The eyes and mouth of the little horn represent the Papacy. As eyes and
mouth are important in exercising control, so the perception and arrogance
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of the Papacy played a dominant role in the affairs of the Roman 4th beast
and doubtless will again when Gog of the land of Magog makes his
advance into the Holy Land (Eze 38:2). In 1949, Guy Emery Shipler said
of the Vatican:

"No political event or circumstances can be evaluated without the
knowledge of the Vatican's part in it. And no significant world political
situation exists in which the Vatican does not play an important, explicit
or implicit part." From preface of The Vatican In World Politics
by Avro Manhattan.

The political involvement of the Vatican in the head of the image has
grown even deeper since then.

It stands on iron/clay feet
The feet and toes of the image are peculiar! They are made of an unstable
mixture of iron and clay—totally inadequate to support this top-heavy
image. Yet they hold sufficiently for the brief time that the image stands
up. Iron is the metal of Rome. Clay is the new element unique to our time
period. Clay is used of people—Adam was created of the dust of the
ground. We experience a world with this subtle mixture of iron and clay:
despotic, autocratic power mingled with democracy. The UK is a democ-
ratic country, yet how often are laws imposed upon us that nobody wants!
There seems little true democracy in the running of the EU. Unelected
officials can dictate what shall be. Even more so is the case of the Eastern
leg. Mr Putin's country has espoused democracy, yet seems gripped by the
will of an increasingly autocratic Mr Putin!
So it is on the basis of the present systems of government that the image
will be erected. As the once fragmented nature of Europe changes to two
new power blocks, and countries decide which camp they want to be in, we
get two legs, but both work to a common end. The whole edifice will come
together, I believe, in a short space of time. These things gain their own
momentum. The angels will have ensured the conditions are right and East
and West will settle their differences. Under the dynamism of Gog,
whoever he will be, Europe will come together. It may be for the specific
purpose of dealing with Israel, or it may be for "the collective good". This
colossus of human might will stand in defiance of the things of Israel. The
little stone power of Christ and the saints will begin the work of demolition
on the mountains of Israel, but its grinding continues until the whole world
submits to Israel's King!
Israel's Gentile friends
There are a group of Gentile nations that do not form part of this opposition
to Israel and to Christ when he is established as King. They are friendly to
Israel and oppose the invasion of her land. They are described in various
ways in the prophets.

� Those that dwell in the Isles. Isa 60:9; Jer 31:10; Psa 72:10
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� Sheba, Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish with her young
lions. Eze 38:13; Psa 72:10

� The Queen of South. Matt 12:42
� The daughter of Tyre. Psa 45:12
� The King of the South. Dan 11

We looked last year at some of these passages, and again we will see (in
chapter 10) the remarkable way that Britain, America, Australia and India
are involved in the Middle East. Friends of Israel, dwellers in the isles, will
be opposed to the plans of mainland Europe and Russia. Things obviously
have to develop and Britain has to take an independent path from Europe—
she will not be part of the latter-day Beast system, but in the opposite
camp.
This grouping of nations recognises Jesus when he proclaims himself King
and they support him by helping to ferry the scattered Jews back to their
land (Isa 60:9). Verse 9 of Isaiah 60 speaks of the inhabitants of the isles
and the ships of Tarshish: Britain, America, Australia, (Canada and New
Zealand, if their heart continues to change concerning Israel) who have
befriended Israel and now recognise its king.
They will be joined by Arab nations, descendants of Abraham. I have
marked them in bold.

The multitude of camels shall cover thee, the dromedaries of Midian and
Ephah; all they from Sheba shall come: they shall bring gold and
incense; and they shall shew forth the praises of the LORD.

All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered together unto thee, the rams of
Nebaioth shall minister unto thee: they shall come up with acceptance
on mine altar, and I will glorift the house of my glory. Isa 60:6-7

Their resurrected father, Abraham, will educate his sons through Ishmael
concerning God's promises and the true position of the seed of Isaac. All
nations are to be blessed in Abraham and, whilst the pre-eminence is to
Israel, Ishmael's sons will enjoy their inheritance eastward of Israel as in
the days of old. (Gen 25:6)
Psalm 72:8-11 is a wonderful passage, speaking of Christ as King.

He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the
ends of the earth.

They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before him; and his enemies
shall lick the dust.

The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents: the kings of
Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts.

Y ea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him.
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• His dominion is from sea to sea, reaching from the Mediterranean
to the Persian Gulf. This is Israel's possession. Within it, to the
east, will be the descendants of Ishmael. The rest of the nations
dwell from the river (Euphrates) to the ends of the earth. v8
The present dwellers in the wilderness again descendants of
Ishmael will submit to Christ as King. v9

• The English nations dwelling in the isles bring their gifts. v10
• Eventually all nations that remain (Zech 14:16) will submit. v11

Psalm 45:12 speaks of the daughter of Tyre bringing gifts.
And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift; even the rich among
the people shall intreat thy favour.

With this exalted picture in mind, we now turn to the events of 2004.
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Chapter 6:

THE DIVIDING LINES IN EUROPE
Having looked at the three prophetic strands that make up our path on The
Way to Jerusalem, we turn to the situation in today's world to see how it
matches up with our prophetic expectations. The areas we cover are as
follows:

� Tensions between Europe—East & West

� The situation in the Dragon territory

� In the Beast territory

� The development of the False Prophet

Over four chapters, we trace the development of Nebuchadnezzar's image,
or Daniel's King of the North. We then turn to the King of the South, or
those nations opposing the northern invasion, and examine:

� The increasing involvement of Britain, America and "young lions"
in the Middle East

� The prospect for "Peace and Safety" for Israel following Arafat's
death

� The anti-Israel spirit that will bring the nations against her.

We shall close in chapter 13 with our final exhortation.

Tensions in Europe
As we saw in the last chapter, we expect to find two camps in Europe—a
Dragon camp, the Eastern leg of the image, and a Beast camp, the Western
leg. After WWII, Europe was divided into a communist east and the free
west. Physical barriers were erected to keep those in the east from fleeing
to the west. Families were divided by this "iron curtain" that descended on
Europe. As Winston Churchill famously said in 1946: "From Stettin in the
Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic an iron curtain has descended across the
Continent."
Then, due in great measure to the current Pope, that wall came down.
People campaigned for freedom and, assisted by the Vatican and America,
succeeded in bringing about great changes. (See chapter 9 and also
Milestones 2003 p58). An era of peaceful co-existence swept Europe and
moves to align Russia with Europe continued apace, as we have traced in
past Milestones. But there may well be dawning a period of check to that
progress. As we constantly stress, the Dragon power and the Beast power
(and the False Prophet power) retain their separate identities. At the time of
the end they co-operate together. Before that final step, it would not be
surprising if there was a period of tension between them.
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This seems to be the situation at the moment; there is even talk of the iron
curtain returning, though that is not certain—although there is talk of
Poland erecting physical and electronic barriers on her borders with
Russia's western neighbours to keep out illegal immigrants.
We commence by looking at the historical dividing points between east and
west.

The Late Roman Empire ca. A.D. 395

If we go back to the Roman Empire after Constantine had moved to
Constantinople, the division between the two halves ran down between
modern Bosnia/Croatia and Serbia. Interestingly, this is also the dividing
line religiously. Croatia is Roman Catholic, Bosnia is a mixture of Serbian
Orthodox, Roman Catholic and Muslim, while Serbia is Serbian Orthodox.
This part of the world—the former Yugoslavia—was the scene of bitter
ethnic cleansing during WWII, when the Roman Catholic Church
supported the Croatian government in killing many of the Orthodox Serbs
living in Croatia. The matter is well documented in Edmund Paris' book
The Vatican against Europe. The blood runs cold at the terrible atrocities
that were committed in purging the Orthodox from this area.
While the religious divide follows a similar path to the past, the political
divide seems to have moved somewhat to the east. With the accession to
the EU this year of 10 new states, 7 of them from the eastern block and the
expectation of another two, possibly three, in 2007, the boundary is moving
closer to where it ran at the time of the French Revolution when the old
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Holy Roman Empire
was drawing to a
close. Interestingly,
Ukraine intrudes its
western boundary
into what will be EU
territory after 2007.

Ukraine—
Europe's fault
line?
It is too early to see
what will happen in
the Ukraine. There is
a call for the country
to split into two
halves—those in the
east who support
Russia and those in the west who support the EU. The November elections
were declared invalid when a huge demonstration of people power
overturned the dubious election result. New elections took place on
December 26th—with results vindicating the westward-leaning Mr Victor
Yushchenko.
Just the talk of a split indicates the tension line that runs through this
country. The Ukrainian Greek Catholics are in the minority, but are well
organised and active. Their allegiance is to Rome. The majority religion is
Ukrainian Orthodox. There is a large Russian population living here-22%
of the population.

Politicians and diplomats on both sides are talking in earnest again about
the dividing line between the democratic world and the historically
despotic east.
That line now cuts through Ukraine, separating the Ukrainian-speaking
West, which backs Mr Yushchenko, from the Russian-speaking east,
which backs the Prime Minister. "This country is at a crossroads. The
outcome will affect the whole world order." The Times 25-11-04

Ukraine's history is closely entwined with Russia. Kiev was the capital of
the first Russian State Kiev Rus (the Rosh of Ezekiel 38), but has been
ruled from Moscow (the Meshech of Ezekiel 38), since the 1715 century.
The Ukraine has traditionally been a great source of raw materials,
industries and manpower to Russia. Its relationship with Russia is roughly
analogous with Scotland's to England. It is fondly regarded as Russia's
"little brother"! Russia's huge Black Sea fleet estimated to number some
250 vessels is housed at Sebastopol on the Crimea, which, with the break-
up of the Soviet Empire, ended up as part of Ukraine.
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The disputed November election result brought a clash between the EU
leaders who supported the "loser", Victor Yushchenko, and Putin who
actively supported his rival, Victor Yahukovych, and twice visited the
country before crucial voting. As soon as the results of the November final
round were declared, Mr Putin declared his candidate as the winner in spite
of the many protests at the blatant ballot rigging. He strongly opposed the
EU's support for the results to be scrapped, declaring it to be outside
interference! When eventually the Ukrainian Supreme Court declared the
election void, he was left looking humiliated. Newsweek described it as his
worst humiliation in nearly five years as president.
If Ukraine does eventually split, it would leave a straighter North-South
boundary between the two "legs". However the EU leaders have stated
that there is no possibility of Ukraine joining the EU as a full member—
they are struggling to cope with the current expansion plans. Time will tell.
The Dragon looks inward
There have been several articles recently about the change in Putin. His
venture to take Russia into the arms of the West has received several
knock-backs. The Russians have an in-built fear of the West's encroach-
ment and there seems to be a pulling-up of the drawbridge! She has seen
neighbouring countries that she regarded as firmly within her sphere of
influence—what the Russians term the "near abroad" slipping into the
embrace of the EU. Not only that, NATO has expanded eastward right up
to her borders. Then America announced that she was moving troops out of
"old" Europe and moving them eastward to Poland, Romania and Bulgaria,
closer to Russia.
Here are some of the headlines that sum up this change:
Putin brings back the Cold War spy system Daily Telegraph 15-7-04
Putin uses war on terrorism to tighten curbs on democracy Daily
Telegraph 14-9-04
Putin has an eye on the future as he looks back on Soviet glory Daily
Telegraph 29-10-04
Russia hankers after the old world order Daily Telegraph 20-11-04
Chill breezes from the past Newsweek 8-11-04
The old bear is stirring again in Ukraine, and it's wearing Putin's face
The Times 30-11-04
Return of the big bad bear The Australian 4-12-04
This latter headline was over an interesting article. It said:

The days of euphoria over the expectation that a democratic Russia
would become a member of the Western strategic community are long
gone. Instead, we are now seeing an attempt by Putin to re-establish
Russia as a great power.
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Most countries are prisoners of their geography and history—and none
more so than Russia. There is a deeply entrenched sense of geographical
vulnerability in Russia. Invasions by the Mongol hordes, and later
attacks by Poland, Sweden, France and Germany have left an acute
sense of paranoia.
This was reflected in a statement by Defence Minister Sergei Ivanov last
year, which identifies the main threats to Russian security: "the
expansion of military blocs and alliances to the detriment of the military
security of the Russian Federation" and "the introduction of foreign
troops onto the territories of states, which are adjacent to and friendly
toward [Russia]". These are scarcely veiled references to the expansion
of NATO on Russia's western borders and the military presence of the
US in states of former Soviet Central Asia and the Caucasus.

At the year end Putin had his traditional "meet the press" day. His language
was strongly critical of the West. The Moscow Times headline was
President Lashes Out at the West.

President Vladimir Putin on Thursday accused the West of using double
standards to pressure Russia's allies in other former Soviet republics and
foment velvet revolutions there, saying he wondered whether Western
countries are trying to isolate Russia.
Putin spent most of a 3 hour news conference answering questions about
domestic policies, but he reserved his strongest language for foreign
policy issues, blistering at what he described as an attempt by the West
to put pressure on Russia over its policies in the so-called near abroad.
... While critical of the EU, Putin was careful not to antagonize the
United States and Bush. Putin described the United States as one of
Russia's most important economic partners and an ally in the struggle
against terror.
He asserted Russia's right to pursue policies to bring neighbouring
countries closer to Moscow and said the Kremlin will continue to push
forward on a pact to create a common economic space between Russia,
Belarus, Ukraine and Kazakhstan. Moscow Times 24-12-04

As we shall see in the next chapter, Putin is tightening his grip on Russia
and its wealth and feels little need to bow to Western pressure to conform
to the West's standard of democracy.
Russia's own "Common Market"
To counterbalance the eastward march of the EU, Putin has been pressing
for four of the former states within her "near abroad" to link up
economically to form their own mini-EU. This is what he was referring to
in the last paragraph quoted above. The West is wary of these moves,
seeing it as Russia harking back to her Soviet past Russia will be the
dominant partner in any union. Putin protests that it makes good economic
sense. After all, if economic linkage is good for the West, why not the
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East? The four countries represent the bulk of Russia's trade with her "near
abroad". The parliaments of Russia, Ukraine, Belarus and Kazakhstan
ratified the treaty creating a Common Economic Space in May. There has
also been talk of using a common currency—the rouble.

Russia's trade turnover with three countries of the Common Economic
Area, including Ukraine, Belarus and Kazakhstan, is expected to be
$38bn in 2004, Viktor Khristenko, the Russian Minister for Industry and
Trade, said after the 16th meeting of a working group on the formation of
the Common Economic Area.
He said conditions were being prepared for the discussion of large
infrastructure projects of the Common Economic Area countries. "These
are motorways, railways, power lines, the creation of a single energy
market. All our systems are already working in parallel. Within the
framework of the four-country project, we will coordinate our energy
systems, with a view to developing the largest diversification projects in
the future," the Minister said.
"We will use joint border control posts, we will unify cross-border
procedures for the owners of foreign currency, transport vehicles etc.
Certainly, we will have to consider circumstances connected with anti-
terrorism activities. But I can assure you that anti-terrorism measures
would not affect honest citizens," the Minister stressed.
The previous meeting of the four presidents took place on September 15
in the Kazakh capital Astana. A number of important agreements in the
tax and trade spheres were reached at that meeting. The four leaders also
plan to create a single rocket and space corporation. Russian Journal
25-10-04

We wait to see if these plans are affected by Ukraine's election upheavals.
The Beast pushes outwards
This year marked the "big bang" in EU accession. Ten countries joined the
existing 15 members of the EU on May lst and others are lining up to join
this economic and political club. The EU's target is eastward expansion up
to the borders of the old Soviet Empire. This was largely achieved in May.
Should Ukraine split down its fault line of the Dniester River and the
western side align with the EU, then the line would be totally up to the
Soviet Border as it was between the two WWs. We look at this in more
detail in chapter 8.
Europe's growth as a single power is a challenge to America. Europe has
declared she does not like to see America so strong in the world and is
doing all she can to counter that position. As long as Britain remains within
the EU, the aims of France and Germany are frequently frustrated. They
find themselves powerless to stop America's actions. Just when Britain will
be cast off, or cast herself adrift from Europe, we cannot tell, but assuredly
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it will happen. Britain's destiny, as we saw, is to oppose the Northern
invader, not to be part of it.

What is likely to put Britain out of the EU? One of the crucial matters
coming up in the next two years is a referendum on the European
Constitution. Although the 25 leaders have signed up to it, it cannot be
ratified until each country approves it. This will be left to the government
of each country, unless they have agreed to hold a referendum. Mr Blair
made it quite clear that he was not going to put it to the country—
Parliament would decide. However in an about-turn that surprised many,
he agreed in April to a referendum. The risk is huge. Opinion polls show
that the British are deeply opposed to deeper political integration.

'No' Vote Will Force Britain Out Of EU, Says Patten
This was the headline in The Observer 25-4-04.

Britain would have no choice but to pull out of the European Union if
the public vote no in a referendum on the European constitution,
according to Chris Patten.

Patten, a British commissioner to the EU and respected across the
continent for his pro-European views, said that a rejection of the
constitution would make the Government's position on Europe
untenable.

With senior officials from both Downing Street and the Foreign Office
making it clear that a no vote could have 'fatal consequences' for
Britain's position in the EU, Patten said the referendum would in effect
be the 'final reckoning' on the issue.

'We've got to make our mind up whether we want to make a success of
Europe or not,' Patten said in an interview with The Observer.
'That's why I think that, if we ever get to this referendum, it's really
going to be about whether we want to stay in. What's the point of being
inside and endlessly, truculently making trouble? Is that really pursuing
the national interest?'

Asked directly if a no vote would mean quitting the EU, Patten said: 'I
think as good as. I just think that psychologically we can't go on like
this. It poisons political debate. It has demeaned large parts of our
national media. We have to decide whether we want to choose for the
first time in a millennium to play in the second division.'

A referendum has to be held by the end of 2006. Blair faces an election
contest sometime in 2005—the referendum may be held at the same time.
It is most interesting that, in spite of the fact that the constitution cannot
come into force for at least two years, the EU leaders inserted a special
clause so that they could set up EU embassies around the world
straightaway.
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The European diplomatic service officially called the European
External Action Service will serve a new foreign minister and will be
used to project the Union's foreign policy around the world. The Times
12-6-04

Opposing forces³EU and US
As well as East-West dividing lines, Europe is constantly on a collision
course with the plans of America. France and Germany were hoping that
Kerry would be elected president—he would leave Europe to their own
devices. They could scarcely hide their disappointment that Bush was
returned with a stronger mandate from the electorate.

France, especially, does what it can to thwart Bush and promote Europe as
an important power. Mr Bush's call for the EU to give a date to Turkey for
joining the EU brought a swift retort from President Chirac. Chirac tells
Bush to keep his nose out was the Daily Telegraph headline 29-6-04

President Jacques Chirac shattered the carefully contrived show of
transatlantic amity at the Nato summit yesterday when he made an
unprecedented attack on President George W Bush for meddling in the
European Union's business by supporting Turkey's membership.
Mr Chirac is known for his sharp tongue but, even during the most bitter
disputes last year over his opposition to war in Iraq, he never hurled
personal abuse at Mr Bush.

However, yesterday the French president lost any such reserve when he
told Mr Bush that EU affairs were none of his business.
Stung by Mr Bush's call for the EU to give Turkey a firm date for
accession, Mr Chirac responded: "He not only went too far but he has
gone into a domain which is not his own.

"He has nothing to say on this subject. It is as if I were to tell the United
States how it should conduct its relations with Mexico."

The Daily Telegraph (5-11-04) report on the November EU summit carried
the headline French call for stronger EU to keep America in check.

Tony Blair's hopes of healing the rift between Europe and America after
the re-election of President George W Bush were quickly dashed
yesterday, as France led calls for a rival European superpower to con-
front Washington.

The Prime Minister told fellow leaders at a European Union summit in
Brussels that it was now time to "rebuild the relationship across the
Atlantic" after bitter arguments over Iraq, the environment, trade and the
Middle East peace process.

But "Old Europe's" political class seized on the election result to press
for stronger EU institutions to counter US domination.
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Reacting to Mr. Bush's victory, Michel Barnier, the French foreign
minister, said four more years of a unilateralist administration in
Washington required Europe to develop its own diplomatic and defence
machinery.
"Our world needs several powers. We are in the process of gathering the
pieces and the will to become another power," he said.

On the occasion of Mr Chirac's visit to London to promote 100 years of
Entente Cordiale, the Daily Telegraph (19-11-04) reported under the
headline EU must be a world power, says Chirac:

Europe needs to become a power on the international stage, able to stand
alongside the United States in shaping a fairer world order, President
Jacques Chirac of France said last night.
Although he sought to draw a line under his differences with Tony Blair,
Mr Chirac used a visit to London to promote his belief that the EU
should have its own credible defence system, strategic space
programme: and develop a "balanced" partnership with the United
States.
He cautioned that Mr Blair's drive to spread democracy across the world
alongside President George W Bush could be confused with a new
colonialism.
After talks with Mr Blair, the president made clear he still opposed the
Iraq war and stood by his view that he was "not at all sure" that the
world had become safer since the removal of Saddam Hussein.
Mr Chirac made clear he believed the EU was an international player in
a "multi-polar" world.

The matter of the EU's plans for its own defence force, promoted strongly
by President Chirac, is causing problems for Britain. Blair supports the
idea, but Bush opposes it. As The Times put it (10-12-04):

Britain is increasingly "paralysed and bewildered" as it tries to respond
to differences between Europe and the United States over defence...
Britain should reject attempts to turn the EU into a defence bloc that
opposes US foreign policy in principle.., the shift towards a European
defence system threatens to lead to French domination of key contracts
and a world power split, with Britain locked into a European alliance
with Russia, China and India... Britain's interests are said to lie in closer
ties with America.

Britain's role is to work with the young lions. We wait patiently for the
necessary events to pan out under the control of the angels.
The Great Schism
There is another power at work in Europe both binding together and
dividing; this is the Vatican. Although outwardly a religious system, she is
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hugely political in her ambition for the domination of her brand of
Christianity. We look at her actions in more detail in chapter 9, but for now
we look at the divisions in Europe caused by the split between the Eastern
and the Western churches, for this has a deep bearing on the situation today
and the divisions within Europe.
The Great Schism in AD 1054 separated the Roman Catholic from the
Greek Catholic later known as the Greek Orthodox ("right believing").
This division deeply influenced the history of Europe. Both parties claim
that they represent the true succession to Peter and the other broke away in
error. At its heart were several issues, but chief was the primacy of the two
Patriarchs of Rome and Constantinople. In the past the Roman emperors
had authority in both temporal and religious matters; with the move of the
emperor to Constantinople this favoured Constantinople over Rome. With
the development of the Papacy, the claim of supremacy became an issue.
The Pope in Rome—Leo 1X—refused to consider the Patriarch Michael
Celularius as ecumenical (universal) patriarch. There were also simmering
disputes as to the use of unleavened bread (Rome) or leavened (Constantin-
ople); a dispute over the Balkans as to which church had jurisdiction; and a
doctrinal dispute over the "filioque from the son] clause" which Rome had
added to the Nicene creed. As part of the Trinitarian teaching of the
churches, it was a dispute over whether the Holy Spirit proceeded from the
Son as well as the Father. Both parties excomunicated each other. The split
was finally sealed with the sack of Constantinople in 1204 by the 4th
crusade sent by Rome. With Constantinople greatly weakened, this opened
the door to the fall of Constantinople in 1453.
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Chapter 7:

THE DRAGON EXERTS HIS POWER
We saw in the last chapter Russia's move to protect herselffrom what she
sees as the West's aggressive march into her traditional territory. There
are many other moves to make Russia a strong autocratic power, in the
mould of Babylon of old. Nebuchadnezzar held absolute power. President
Putin seems to be taking positive steps to rebuild power under his control.

We believe that this is a start of the turning back of Gog spoken of in
Ezekiel 38:3,4.

And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, 0 Gog,
the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal:
And I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy jaws, and I will bring
thee forth, and all thine army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed
with all sorts of armour, even a great company with bucklers and
shields, all of them handling swords:

We quote from Milestones 2000
The phrase turn back can indicate defeat or restoration! The context has
to be used to give the correct meaning. It is the word frequently used to
describe Israel being restored / will turn thy captivity. Indeed this is the
same word as is translated in verse 8 as brought back. So it is reasonable
to see this as a phrase of restoration. So we look for a time when Gog
will be restored to power and might, in order that God may lead his army
forth, together with innumerable associates who are in league with him.

The bait that God uses to draw Gog forth into Israel we will consider in
chapter 12. In this chapter we consider the preparation of Russia for the
role foretold for her:

Be thou prepared, and prepare for thyself, thou, and all thy company that
are assembled unto thee, and be thou a guard unto them. Eze 38:7

We are in this period of preparation. We note too that she is described as D
guard unto them, not over them. My literal translation puts it as be to them
for a guard. Gog is the protector power for this confederacy.

Is Russia Gog?
Before proceeding further, we need to answer this question. Russia, of
herself, is not Gog. Gog is of the land of Magog (Eze 38:2). Whoever Gog
is as head of this confederacy, this multi-metal image, he is Prince of
Ros(h), Meshech and Tubal (see RV etc)—areas we identify with Russia.
So Gog would appear to be a leader whose territory embraces Russia, but
also has a link with Germany (Magog). In previous Milestones we have
looked at the young man Georgy Romanov, whom the Russians regard as
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the heir to the Romanov throne. We saw (Milestones 2000) how his father
is a Prussian prince -

who up until the acceptance of orthodox faith and entrance into the
Russian Imperial House called himself Prince Franz Wilhelm of the
German Imperial and Prussian Royal Family of Hohenzollern.

He is nearly 24. I have not been able to gain more recent news since the
announcement at the end of 2002 that there were moves afoot in Russia to
restore the Romanovs.
We conclude that Gog has still to arise, presumably within Russia, as head
of this confederacy.

R{ssig!lgrrs!gz!znk!lkkz!ul!T•gx!Zrgjisix
Meanwhile Putin has taken several steps to prepare Russia for such a move.
He models himself on Peter the Great.

In the days of Peter the Great, the great compact was that Western
Europe would help Russia to modernise in return for access to its natural
resources. On paper that is the way it looks today. The Times 23-12-04

Russia falls at the feet of Tzar Vladimir was the Daily Telegraph
headline (8-5-04) on the occasion of the swearing-in ceremony of President
Putin who had won a handsome re-election victory, obtaining more than
70% of the votes.

Mr Putin has done much to stifle emerging democracy during his first
four years. Yesterday's ceremony was proof, if it was needed, that he is
now seeking to cast himself in the image of the great autocratic leaders
of the past.
For the first time since the coronation of Tsar Nicholas II 108 years ago,
horses were part of the event. Cavalrymen in the uniforms of the
Semenov and Preobrazhensky regiments, which fought in 1812, made up
the guard.
Meanwhile the old Soviet anthem—reintroduced by Mr Putin with new
words—was bashed out by a brass band.
Russian state television—the only media allowed access to the proceed-
ings panned between the ornate candelabras, the Russian double-
headed eagle and the president's impassive face.
Mr Putin rose to the occasion with a tub-thumping speech. He said: "We
are the heirs of 1,000 years of Russian history and the Motherland's
outstanding daughters and sons, workers, warriors and creators. They've
bequeathed us a huge and great country.
"This greatness should be reinforced by new deeds. Only then will
future generations be proud of the pages we have written in the
biography of our great country, Russia."
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His words were greeted with huge applause.

He has taken several steps to centralise power. The vast country of Russia
is divided into 89 administrative districts, with governors appointed by
election. Putin pushed through legislation this year scrapping the election
process they will now be appointed by parliament. As a result many of
the existing leaders have joined the United Russia party the dominant
power in parliament! In addition he has changed the way the seats are taken
in Parliament. Half the seats were taken by votes for individuals, half by
votes for parties. In future they will all be on the basis of party. This
provoked the headline in The Times (25-9-04) Putin's plans raise spectre
of return to one-party rule.
Russia hankers after the old world order

Kremlin insiders say that one of Mr Putin's dreams is to re-establish a
Russia-dominated empire on the ashes of the old Soviet Union. He
hopes that by harnessing the region's political and economic resources
Russia can attain new global prominence.

During the first four years of his rule Mr Putin concentrated on his
domestic agenda gathering the levers of power and reining in the
tycoons who virtually ran Russia under Boris Yeltsin.
Nearly five years into a maximum eight-year tenure as Russian leader,
Mr Putin appears now to be concentrating his energies on international
policy. Dmitry Oreshkin, head of the Merkator think-tank at the Russian
Academy of Sciences, said: "Putin's mentality and values remain deeply
Soviet. To him the gathering of the Soviet states in his hand is a deep
psychological and political need. Daily Telegraph 20-11-04

Putin brings back the Cold War spy system
This was the headline in Daily Telegraph 15-7-04. The old KGB—the
much-feared Russian secret service—had its powers severely curtailed by
Boris Yeltsin following the fall of the Soviet Union. Twelve years later
Putin has put the various security agencies back under the control of one
person. "As far as I understand, this is a plan to re-instate the KGB", said
Anna Neistst, director of the Moscow office of Human Rights watch.

Strengthening her military forces
The Russian Cabinet has allocated US$6.8 billion for defense spending
in 2005.
The armed forces next year will get seven intercontinental ballistic
missiles, nine military satellites and five booster rockets, said Defense
Minister Sergei Ivanov.
Moscow's military budget will increase by 27.6 percent over the
previous year. Ireland Online 30-12-04
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Total defence spending, including security and emergencies, will rise
146 billion roubles to 894 billion roubles ($30.8 billion) in 2005—or
about five percent of the economy according to a draft budget obtained
by Reuters this week. Russian Journal 18-6-04

In December it was announced "Russia will bump the air force share of the
defense budget in 2006 to around twice the present amount." Interfax-
Military News Agency 8-12-04

Russia carried out a test firing of one of her SS-18 Saturn intercontinental
ballistic missiles—the first firing since the fall of the Soviet. It hit its target
more than 6,000 km away! This is the first in a series of tests she is
planning. Earlier Putin had announced they were developing a new missile.

Russian President Vladimir Putin's Nov. 17 announcement that Moscow
is developing a type of missile that "will not be possessed by other
nuclear powers" sent some in the major media into a frenzy of
speculation. The debate centered on whether this new ICBM will initiate
a return of Cold War fears over the "balance of terror."

Although it is true the ICBM cited has more advanced features than
current systems, it is a new version of an older system... In other words,
the Russians have not been developing new nuclear weapons clandes-
tinely behind the veneer of peace with the United States. Putin's
assertion, in fact, likely was designed to prove to his domestic audience
that he is serious about restoring Russia's military to its former world-
class status. Stratfor 17-11-04

Of concern to Russia is the fate of her Black Sea fleet based in Sebastopol
in Ukraine, should Ukraine decide to move allegiances westward. To
protect her assets, Russia announced that she would be building a new
naval base on the eastern side of the Black Sea at the Russian port of
Novorossiysk. However, experts say the Russian coast on the Black Sea
lacks sheltered bays large enough to accommodate Russia's 250-vessel
Southern Fleet. The Times 8-12-04

Fuel—her great asset
The year saw soaring oil prices. At the start of the year analysts were
predicting oil prices would steady at around $30-35 a barrel. A combina-
tion of circumstances pushed that figure up to around $50! Although some
of the price increase has been ameliorated by the weakening dollar, for oil
producing countries such as Russia and Britain, the high price has proved a
bonanza.

As a chief energy supplier, Russia is put in a powerful position. The Inter-
national Energy Agency estimates that by 2020, 62% of Europe's energy
will come from gas, with Russia supplying two thirds of it! Putin's
manipulating of the assets of her oil and gas companies to put Gazprom as
the chief controller brings great power to Putin.
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Gazprom's state-funded quest to control the Russian energy market be
it oil, natural gas or electricity—marks a return to a centralized Russian
economy, or at least a centrally controlled and state-owned oil and gas
sector... [that] makes Putin far more powerful. Oil and gas revenues
accounted for an estimated 25 percent of the Russian Gross Domestic
Product in 2003 and about half of the government revenues.
He who controls the industry controls the economy, and he who controls
the economy controls the politics... Although Europe would like to be
able to hold all the cards in its dealings with its Eastern neighbor, the
fact that it must rely on Moscow for energy means Russia will always
have a lever against its Western neighbors. The Times 23-12-04
Plans by the Moscow-based company Gazprom to provide 10% of
Britain's natural gas requirements by 2010 underline Russia's growing
international importance as an energy supplier. Oil and gas bring
political and economic clout. And they are fuelling a revival in Russia's
great-power ambitions.
Governments in Western Europe inclined to criticise President Vladimir
Putin's interference in neighbours such as Ukraine or abuses in
Chechnya may have second thoughts in future as their energy
dependency grows.
But if energy is synonymous with confidence, then Russia is the prime
example. Mr Putin is benefiting from soaring receipts which have
boosted Russia's foreign reserves this year to a record $112bn and
produced a fifth consecutive budget surplus.
After what he saw as the national humiliations of the Yeltsin era, Mr
Putin's aim, since his election in 2000, has been to restore Russia's great
power status. The Guardian 1-12-04

"Beslan is Russia's 9/11: it will change the world"
The terrible siege of the school in Beslan in September was a brutal
reminder of the lengths to which terrorists would go. The school was
packed with pupils and parents in a celebration of the new school year.

In the past three years, the world has been adjusting to the consequences
of 9/11... Now we have to ask whether the hostage-taking of the
schoolchildren of Beslan on September 1, 2004, the 65th anniversary of
the outbreak of the Second World War, was another of these historic
tragedies. In Russia, at least, that is how it has already been understood.

Beslan is for the Russians another terrible event which changes
everything. It changes many of the major factors of world relations, the
future of Russia itself, including the future of the Putin presidency, the
war against terrorism, including both Russian and Western relations with
Islam, the response to the growing threat of nuclear proliferation, the
basic relationship between Russia, Europe and the US.
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...Mr Putin is an authority figure; he is the toughest Russian leader since
the end of the Soviet Union. That may be what the Russians need; it is
almost certainly what they prefer. The Times 9-9-04

The Russian Church
Mr Putin continues to support the Russian Church and to use it to further
his ends. He is a regular worshipper. A poll in February found that almost
70% of Russians see themselves as Orthodox Christians a remarkable
figure especially in the light of the decades of religious suppression.
A report in early October on the Moscow patriarch's website, entitled
Final documents. The decision of the Bishops' Council of the Russian
Orthodox Church on the Relations with the Russian Orthodox Church
Outside of Russia, indicated that the long division between the Moscow
Patriarchy and the Orthodox Church outside Russia was almost healed. The
person credited with getting the two sides this far was President Putin!

...the "process has occurred" only due to the efforts made by the
president of Russia. The patriarch invited the diaspora clergy to Moscow
often, but they responded only after Vladimir Putin issued to them
another invitation. For both [churches] and also the president of the
Russian federation the main argument in favor of reunification is that if
our motherland is a super state, it should have a super church No vie
lzvestiia, 16-12-03

Patriarch Alexy II—"Man of the Year –2004"
The ceremony of conferment of the prize "Man of the Year – 2004" took
place on 10 December 2004 in the Hall of Church Councils of the
Cathedral of Christ the Savior in Moscow. This prize, awarded for
achievements in religious, cultural, scientific and political activities, was
conferred upon His Holiness Patriarch Alexy II of Moscow and All
Russia for his contribution to the spiritual rebirth of Russia. Criteria for
selecting laureates include significant contributions to strengthening the
Russian nation, the consolidation of society and development of the
national economy and culture. Europiaca 21-12-04

Germany—the Russian–European bridge
It surely is not without significance that Germany (Magog) has been
Russia's greatest ally in Europe. From Helmut Kohl's friendship with
Mikhail Gorbachev to Schroeder's friendship with Putin, Germany has
been there to help Russia. The Schroeders adopted a young Russian baby in
2004. In December the two leaders met; it was an important meeting, on
the eve of the re-elections in Ukraine and amid the mystery over the sale of
the Yukos oil company.

German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder and Russian President Vladimir
Putin concluded a meeting in Germany on Dec. 21, where they discussed
issues including Chechnya, Ukraine and Berlin's bid for a seat at the
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U.N. Security Council. The two sides appear to have exchanged favors,
and it seems Germany will become the vanguard of Russo-European
relations.

Schroeder appears to have walked away with the most benefits, but
Putin got one thing he wanted. In return for Berlin's silence on
Moscow's takeover of oil-major Yukos, Germany received Putin's
support for its U.N. Security Council bid and an early repayment of
Russian debt. Schroeder is probably pleased with the Christmas gifts he
received from Putin. Germany has been pushing for a seat at the U.N.
Security Council (UNSC), which the council's permanent members
(including Russia) have been wary of granting. Putin said he supports
Germany's plans at the UNSC and will discuss the matter with the other
permanent members.

Putin also gave Germany an economic boost with his promise to
prematurely repay Russian debts to the country via the Paris Club.
Germany is Russia's largest creditor, with outstanding loans of around
$20 billion. The early repayments the first, some $6 billion in January

will go toward reducing the 2005 German deficit, which Berlin is
trying to lower in line with EU rules on deficit spending.
Finally, Putin and Schroeder came to an agreement on Ukraine, with
Putin again making a concession. Putin agreed to cooperate with pro-
Western candidate Viktor Yushchenko if Yushchenko is elected, while
Schroeder promised he would try to help ease tensions between Russia
and Europe on the matter. Schroeder also told Putin he would try to
ensure that Yushchenko kept a moderate position toward Russia, while
Putin promised he would not divert Russian oil and gas lines to Europe
around Ukraine (which would make oil and gas supplies to Germany and
Europe much more expensive).

Germany already has taken the lead on establishing relations with Russia
and the meeting between the countries' leaders is evidence that Germany
will act as the bridge between Brussels and Moscow... Schroeder used
the meeting with Putin as an opportunity to reap the benefits of a
partnership with Russia, and to establish Germany as the point man for
relations between the West and its giant neighbor.

Ultimately, what Schroeder will do is act as Russia's intermediary with
Europe, attempting to minimize European criticism of Russia at all costs
while gaining international respect for his handling of relations with
Moscow. The Times 26-12-04

We now turn to review matters in 2004 concerning the Beast.
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Chapter 8:

THE BEAST EXTENDS HIS EMBRACE
The expansion of the EU has been remarkable—from the original 6
members in 1952 to 25 members in 2005. They all willingly, or perhaps
blindly, have given up a large measure of independence in order to gain
economic and political standing in a world that was dominated by two
super-powers—America and the Soviet—but now largely just one—
America. What we are seeing is the change from a purely economic union
to that of a political union. The aim (even if our politicians refuse to
acknowledge it) is a "Europe" speaking with one voice, organising her
own army, her judiciary, and her foreign policy. The speed with which this
integration is being achieved, largely stealthily, is amazing. How closely
this matches the prophetic word!

And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received
no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour with the beast.
These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the
beast.
These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome
them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with
him are called, and chosen, and faithful. Rev 17:12-14

Europe steps East
On May 1st the EU enlarged from 15 members to 25 members. This repre-
sented the biggest expansion of the EU in its history, moving its borders
eastwards towards Russia. Further expansion is planned. Romania and
Bulgaria are due to join in 2007 and Croatia's application has been "fast-
tracked" so that she could possibly join in 2007 also. There are two
fascinating strands to this expansion. Firstly its abutment to Russia, which

1952,
EU-6/

2004 2007
EU-25, EU -27
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we have already looked at, and secondly the growing Roman Catholic
influence that many of these new members have brought.
The economies of these newer countries are much poorer than the existing
members and this will put a great strain on the EU budget at a time when
France and Germany, the traditional powerhouses of Europe, are stum-
bling. Lack of economic reforms has made them vulnerable in the world
economic downturn. The weakening of the dollar has pushed up the
strength of the euro, making it harder to export euro-priced goods into the
dollar markets of the world. At the same time, it has made dollar items
cheaper, sucking in American imports.
At the year-end Turkey was given a starting date-3rd Oct 2005 for the
opening of her accession negotiations. Even the most optimistic of
observers expect the negotiations to take 10-15 years and EU leaders made
it clear that they could not guarantee that the talks will end in full
membership. This has been and will be a very contentious matter. Turkey
is not regarded as part of Europe and being a 99% Moslem state marks her
out from a mainly "christian" Europe. The Vatican has expressed her
concerns, saying that she must greatly improve religious freedoms!

Signing the EU Constitution
At the end of 2003 the meeting to sign up to the new European Constitu-
tion broke up in disarray, as agreement was not forthcoming. Spain and
Poland were "blamed" for the lack of agreement. (Poland was not a
member at that time, but the new countries had been invited to the meeting,
as the constitution was a matter that would affect them.) It was left to the
Irish who were taking over the presidency of the EU to pick up the pieces
and clear up the mess. There were two events that caused a major shift in
opinion. The first was the Madrid bombings just a few days before the
voting for a general election in Spain. The government, which was suppor-
tive of America's actions in Iraq, was on course for re-election. The clumsy
handling of the after-math of the explosions turned the electorate away and,
fearful for more reprisals for their government's support of Bush, the
people voted in the opposition who had vowed to withdraw Spanish troops
from Iraq. Spain turned from being "new Europe" to firmly "old Europe",
aligning itself with France and Germany. The second event was the
standing down of the Polish Prime Minister on the day his country joined
the EU! Again this swung another country behind France and Germany.
Suddenly the Constitution was back on the agenda and with much discus-
sion clauses were modified, added and deleted to make it palatable.

The EU Constitution
The final document is no model of simplicity. It is more than 300 pages
long, many of them written in dense legalese. It is often utterly incom-
prehensible in its convoluted complexity. The most intelligible part—the
charter of fundamental rights—is misleading. Clauses have been
attached to ensure that it applies only to EU laws, not to national laws. It
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does not return power to member states; it centralises power in around
30 different areas of policy. The Times. 17-6-04

The Constitution will replace the four existing Treaties that regulate the
running of the EU. At its heart is the drive by France and Germany for
"Europe" to change from being an association of states to being a state in
its own right—replacing the 25 voices of its members with one voice
speaking on behalf of all. The European nations are surrendering their
powers voluntarily to a central control. This is stunningly the situation
outlined in Revelation 17 that we quoted at the head of this chapter!
The Daily Telegraph summed it up thus:

Described by Belgium's leader as the "capstone of a European federal
state", the constitution comes close to fulfilling the utopian vision
sketched out by Jean Monnet more than 50 years ago.
It brings together 450 million people from 25 states, embracing all the
major strands of European culture, in a rich, peaceful, and democratic
union under one supreme legal document without a mention of God.
Equipped with its own full-time president, foreign minister, and diplo-
matic service, the new EU has all the external trappings of a state, right
down to its own anthem, motto, flag, and Europe Day.
Whether it has the substance of a genuine superpower is another matter,
and whether it has the positive assent of ordinary people is the question
that will be decided in a string of referendums over the next 18 months.
The EU had no real mandate for this extraordinary leap forward from a
treaty-based grouping of sovereign states to a single entity with its own
"legal personality"—allowing it to negotiate international treaties on an
equal footing.

Britain and a few other members have opposed this "politicising" of the
EU, seeing it as a threat to their individual positions. The majority however
are happy with the concept of a federal Europe able to act and speak on
behalf of its members. In spite of Mr Blair's protests that this still is not
going to be the situation, others expose it for what it is as this Sunday
Telegraph editorial (20-6-04) explains:

This is what it means
Tony Blair's assurance that the EU constitution "does not create a
federal state" deserves a special place in the gallery of fatuous prime
ministerial assertions about Europe, up there with Edward Heath's "no
loss of essential national sovereignty" and John Major's "game, set and
match".
Until now, the EU has been an association of nations bound by interna-
tional treaty; once the constitution comes into force, it will be a single
polity, deriving its authority from its own founding character. The
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constitution to which Mr Blair has just put his name gives the union
legal personality, creates a single EU jurisdiction, establishes a European
criminal code and provides explicitly for the supremacy of EU law over
national statutes. "This constitution," says Article 1.5, "shall have
primacy over the laws of the Member States." If this is not a federal
state, what is?
Labour spokesmen have tried to claim that the supremacy clause does
not really mean what it says, and that Parliament will remain sovereign.
They are—to put it as gently as possible inaccurate. A declaration
tacked on to Article 1.5 specifies that its provisions will "reflect existing
European Court of Justice case law". This is a reference to the doctrine
developed by the ECJ that its rulings take precedence, not only over
national statutes, but even over national constitutions.

Britain³Inside or outside?
The signing of the EU Constitution was a triumph of behind-the-scenes
manoeuvring. It was only in the late hours of the last day that agreement
emerged.

European leaders signed the EU's first constitution last night after an
acrimonious summit exposed deep divisions between Britain, France and
Germany over the future direction of Europe.
The historic deal was concluded after two years of wrangling, culminat-
ing in a power struggle between Tony Blair and Jacques Chirac, the
French president. Daily Telegraph 19-6-04

This however is but the first step. Under EU rules it has to be approved by
all the member states. For some this will involve parliamentary approval.
For many countries however, Britain included, it will also involve a public
referendum. Interestingly referenda are banned in Germany by its own
constitution. It is thought that if it is just a small state that rejects it, that
state will be suitably "persuaded" to have another go at approving it! This
happened when Ireland rejected the Nice treaty and earlier when Denmark
rejected the Maastricht Treaty. Indeed Tony Blair has hinted that a similar
step would be taken here, if the British people reject the treaty! The treaty
has to be given approval by all 25 members within 2 years of the official
signing ceremony in Rome on October 29th. The Hungarian and Lithuanian
parliaments have already given their approval-23 more to go!
Many countries planning a referendum are seeking to put it off as long as
possible, in the hope that if other countries are seen to approve it, it will
strengthen the 'Yes' vote. Many politicians however fear the worst. The
British people are not alone in their euro-scepticism. If the Constitution is
rejected by one or more nations and a rerun does not produce a yes vote,
then the Constitution, as it is, is dead.
In this case it would be left to the "pro" nations to work together to apply
its provisions, forming an inner core, whilst leaving the "anti" nations to
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remain on the outside. France, Germany and Belgium are determined to
push ahead; it would be their great chance to forge ahead with their
alliances, leaving the troublesome British to go their own way! Apparently
there is a clause in the draft Constitution allowing a country to leave if they
do not want to sign up to it.
President Chirac warned that Britain could be asked to leave if she rejects
the Constitution. This was echoed by the President of the European Com-
mission, Romano Prodi, who warned of Britain being left behind in a two
or three-speed Europe. The Times 30-4-04; 3-5-04.
Eurosceptic Britain
The British electorate made their views clear on their position with Europe
at the June elections for the European parliament. The UKIP (U.K. Inde-
pendence Party) made substantial gains, taking 16% of the votes, giving
Labour and Conservative candidates a drubbing. They stand for saying
"No" to the EU Constitution and seek for Britain to withdraw from the EU.
Even Mr Blair has expressed his regret for promising to let the British hold
a referendum on the Constitution after months of refusing to countenance
the idea. A poll published in the Sunday Times (20-6-04) indicated that
49% would vote against the Constitution, 23% would vote for it, with 28%
either deciding nearer the time or not voting.
There was an interesting insight from Mary Kenny writing in the Catholic
Herald (30-04-04) on the eve of the 10 new EU members joining up.

One of the reasons why Britain, and the Scandinavian countries, retain
an attitude of Euroscepticism comes from a deeply-buried, scarcely
conscious, old Protestant suspicion of Catholic Europe. Unbeknownst to
most secularists—who cannot read the radar—cultural attitudes are still
broadly divided along Catholic/Protestant lines.
Religion is absolutely entwined with European history. When the Polish
troops take command in Iraq, it is not just because they wish to be part
of the Western Alliance: deep in their collective DNA, the Poles are
proudly aware that they saved Europe from being conquered by the
Ottoman Empire, and overrun by Islam, in 1683, when King Jan
Sobieski held the gates of Vienna.
Poland, perhaps more than any other European country, is passionately
aware of its historic role in defending Christendom. Twice. Once against
the Ottoman tyranny: once against the Soviet. Plus a valiant resistance
against Hitler.
Yet, those of us who are aware of the background in faith can read the
radar of social differences within Europe more subtly. Ireland's sense of
unity with the Continent harks back to the Irish monks who evangelised
Europe in the Dark Ages. Britain's reluctance echoes Henry VIII's
opposition to the Pope as "a foreign Prince". The past doesn't go away:
it is coiled within the collective memory and ever emerges in new livery.
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[re rkxn yp tre Wyze kt tre —sqxsxq me}ewyxy
Amidst a great display of pomp and ceremony, the EU leaders met in
Rome in October for the formal signing ceremony.
Just as the Americans were choosing their president, Mr Blair and the other
EU leaders were in Rome signing up to the EU constitution. This interest-
ing article appeared in the British Church Newspaper (12 11-04), a Protes-
tant newspaper from Northern Ireland.

In a day full of symbolism glorifying ancient Rome and the papacy, the
most blatant symbols were reserved for the ceremony in the Orazi e
Curiazi.

...Every statesman signed on a table draped with the EU flag... Every
one of the 25 signatories to the EU Constitution was so positioned that
the official archive photograph shows the huge hand of Innocent X
reaching out paternally above him. Innocent milked the papacy to
provide a huge personal and family fortune including a Palace on the
Piazza Navonna. The gaze of the statesmen signing the document was
directed to the opposite end of the room where a huge fresco of the Rape
of the Sabine Women by the Romans was displayed. Here a colossal
marble of Urban `PPP waved as condescendingly as Innocent X at the
other end. Urban indecently assaulted the papacy and much of Rome to
carry off even greater wealth than Innocent X.
A political farce. This signing of the new EU constitution on Rome's
Capitoline Hill on 29th October, was a political farce. At least 11 of the
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25 states, including Britain, were committed to retrospective referenda.
What is more, many people were incensed that the Constitution omitted
any reference to Europe's Roman Catholic foundations.

A much needed history lesson. The Italians therefore used the
Capitoline Hill setting for a much needed history lesson. Heads of State
were taken to see where the triumphant Roman Emperors returned to
worship the Goddess Juno Moneta, who presided over Rome's mint.

I he heads of state had their group photograph taken outside the
Conservatori which had been especially Latinised for the occasion with
the banner Europae Rei Publicae Status wrapped around the 12 stars.
The central portico of the Conservatori contains the huge, pagan, female
statue of Rome sitting topped with an inscription glorifying Pope
Clement XI. He brought the statue and much else to magnify Rome on
the Capitoline in the eighteenth century.
Roman conquest of Britain. The rest of the huge relics at which the
dignitaries gazed bore inscriptions recording the subjection of the
nations to Rome. One wonders whether Blair's "guide" showed him the
AD 51 fragment of arch celebrating the conquest of Britain by Claudius.

This article suitably brings us to a deeper consideration of the hand of the
Papacy in the affairs of the world.
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Chapter 9:

THE FALSE PROPHET-HEALING THE
BREACHES
We must remember that although the Vatican operates as a religious
system, at heart she is a political power, seeking world dominance. For
centuries she held sway in Europe, with millions in bondage to Rome and
her ambitions for riches and power unbounded. If we have any doubts we
have only to think of the descriptions of this system that we looked at in
chapter 4. We now add a further two passages.

A powerful, wealthy Vatican
And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no
man buyeth their merchandise any more:

The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls,
and fine linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all thyine wood,
and all manner vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most precious
wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble,
And cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine,
and oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses,
and chariots, and slaves, and souls of men. Rev 18:11-13

And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked
with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden cup in her
hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication. Rev 17:4

These descriptions of "Babylon the Great" at the time of the end are not of
a poor, humble church, but one having great power and influence.
The Greek word for slave in verse 13 is translated in every other passage as
body. This church deals with bodies and souls of men. Along the way it has
enriched herself with all these worldly trappings of wealth. The nations
have been deceived, having come under her influence (Rev 18:3); let us not
fall under her spell.

Although the Roman Church appears outwardly to be poor—its "Consoli-
dated Financial Statement for 2003" shows an apparent loss for the 3rd year
running—much of her wealth is tied up in the lands and buildings that have
been left to her in people's wills, as well as fabulous collections of art and
gold and silver items in her churches. Although Avro Manhattan's book
The Vatican Billions is now out of print it can be downloaded.1 Here is told
the great control that she wields through the shares she owns in many
companies. The American real estate and shares she owns in American

http://www.cephasministry.comicatholic_vaticans_billions_1.html
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companies is staggering. The declining value of the dollar versus the euro
will have hit her income! On a technical point, her assets are valued at their
original price, not at their present worth. As many items are centuries old,
they are valued at a fraction of what they are really worth. In Shakespeare's
time, a penny (240 per £) was considered a day's wage. The UK minimum
wage today is £4.85 per hour, so an 8-hour day would be worth 9,312 old-
style pennies. So this accounting method effectively reduces the real value
of an item purchased in Shakespeare's day by a factor of around 10,000.

A Vatican with a tighter grip
Other passages indicate that the coming battles fought by the Lord Jesus
and the saints are directed against those who have the mark of the Beast. So
at the time of the end this system must hold considerable sway to feature
such retribution.

And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man
worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead,
or in his hand,

The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured
out without mixture into the cup of his indignation.., and they have no
rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever
receiveth the mark of his name. Rev 14:8-11

The details of this mark are given in Revelation 13:15-18 in connection
with the Image of the Beast. Just as masters branded their slaves, so the
"sign of the cross" on the foreheads of its adherents marks "possession" by
the Church. In the dark ages of papal power, Protestants' lives were hard,
with positive discrimination against them from those under papal influence.
This affected those who lived in the territory of the Beast and the Image of
the Beast. This section in Revelation 14 indicates a similar situation arising
at the time of the end, probably after the call to Judgement, when the papal
grip will once more be felt in Europe. We indeed see a remarkable
transformation since the mid 19th century, when her power was broken and
the Pope made a prisoner!

Her rise to power
We would refer readers to the book Rome and Jerusaleml for a full story of
this rebuilding of her power. We here want to touch on recent matters.
In previous Milestones we noted the progress made by the present Pope to
defeat communism and we consider this again later in the chapter.

Much of the Pope's more recent efforts have been in uniting "the two lungs
of Europe". His vision is of a Europe from the Atlantic to the Urals. We
will look at his efforts in both lungs; firstly the Western lung, then the
Eastern lung.

1 By Graham Pearce. From CSSS distributors or www.milestonesUK.org
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The Vatican and the Western "lung" of Europe
The Western lung has had "breathing difficulties". The issue of the
"christian roots" of Europe being embodied into the new European
Constitution was a matter for which the Pope strongly canvassed—and still
does. It was France that insisted the reference should be deleted from the
final daft. There is however provision for each individual country to
modify the initial part of the Constitution, incorporating this concept into
their version.
In recent months, the Vatican has strengthened its political links. Political
relations with Switzerland, which were broken off in 1973, have been
restored. A new concordat has been signed with Portugal.

President Sampaio was in Rome to mark the inauguration of a new
concordat between Portugal and the Holy See. The pact, replacing an
earlier agreement that had been struck in 1940, provides for religious
education, the juridical recognition of Church property, a guarantee of
religious freedom, and recognition for Catholic charitable efforts.
Catholic World News 12-11-04

An accord on Catholic education and the legal standing of the Church and
Catholic institutions was signed with Slovakia in July. In December, the
Pope called for Croatia's EU application to be fast-tracked; they applied for
EU membership in 2003, but no date has been set, although one is expected
soon.

Pope John Paul II called for a smooth integration of Croatia into the
European Union, as he met with a new ambassador from that largely
Catholic country to the Holy See. Catholic World News 13-12-04

Fighting for the soul of Europe
This was the headline in the Catholic Herald (30-4-04) marking the
accession of the 10 new EU members. The extensive subheading ran:
Tomorrow, some of Europe's most Catholic nations will join the EU.
This is excellent news for the beleaguered Church in Western Europe,
says Jonathan Luxmoore.

When the celebrating subsides after the European Union's biggest ever
expansion this weekend, the process of integrating ten new member-
countries will begin in earnest. It will be worth watching. In all but
Cyprus and Estonia, the Catholic Church is a well-established presence,
and will supply much-needed confidence to the defence of religion in
contemporary society.
With the Pope's long-cherished vision of a Europe "breathing with both
lungs" now largely realised, furthermore, the effects are likely to go well
beyond mere lyrical appeals to empathy and community.
The effects of enlargement could soon be visible. "As Europe unites, a
spiritual struggle is unfolding," Slovakia's bishops' conference noted in
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a recent pastoral letter. "Many of those who wield political and cultural
influence seek to restrict the Christian faith to the private sphere, to
ensure it has no impact at all on the life of society. Yet Holy Scripture
tells us a faith without consequences is a dead one."

We should expect the influence of Rome to be considerably enhanced—no
wonder the Pope has been so keen on EU enlargement! The Pope has also
strengthened his endorsement of the aims of the EU by beatifying (the final
step before full sainthood) the last emperor of the Habsburg dynasty in
Austria-Hungary, Karl I or Charles (1887-1922). The day chosen for the
ceremony was the 3rd Oct—the day that Germans celebrated the 14th
anniversary of their reunification! The New Y ork Times 15-10-04 made this
critical comment:

Charles has been beatified as a "man of peace" and as a noble ruler who
tried to steer Austria on a liberal course. But many historians regard him
as a weak, dissembling loser who presided over a messy collapse of his
empire. Canonizing a relatively recent monarch, especially a controver-
sial one, seems to range beyond the realm of identifying a spiritual role
model and into the murky domain of nostalgic monarchists.
While Austrian monarchists are delighted to see the first member of the
defunct Habsburg dynasty set on the path to sainthood, critics claim that
Karl I was an alcoholic adulterer who advocated the use of poison gas in
the First World War. Daily Telegraph 2-10-04

About 1,000 Habsburg dynasty descendants attended this ceremony.
Robert Schuman's beatification has moved a step closer with the successful
conclusion of the first stage in the process. He is regarded as one of the
founding fathers of modern Europe. Of course, we regard this saint making
with distaste—it is part of the signs and lying wonders that characterises
this system but to ordinary people ignorant of God's true saints, the
process has an aura of respectability.

Tnk!Tgssiut!ul!znk!Gnxisz
This film by Mel Gibson has been a powerful tool in depicting the events
of the crucifixion from the Roman Catholic viewpoint of the substitution-
ary efficacy of the sacrifice of Christ. It has also—even if not intended
subtly increased anti-Jewish feelings. What has been interesting is that the
Pope has chosen to beatify Anne Emmerich, the inspiration for this film.

Born in 1774 into a poor farming community in Germany, sickly mystic
nun Anne Catherine Emmerich had pilgrims flocking to her bedside by
the time she died in 1824, aged 50.
Her fame derives from the visions she said she had of Jesus before his
crucifixion, including his alleged beating by Jews.
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German Romantic poet Clemens Brentano, who regularly visited her
sickbed, recorded her apparitions in the book The Dolorous Passion of
Our Lord Jesus Christ.
This book was little known until it was cited as film director Mel
Gibson's inspiration in the recent blockbuster The Passion of the Christ.
Jewish groups have condemned the film, which portrayed the Jews' role
in Jesus's death, saying it would spur a new wave of anti-Semitism.
Some fear that making Emmerich a saint will only make matters worse,
and may even harm Roman Catholic - Jewish relations. BBC 3-10-04

The Italian town chosen by Mel Gibson for location filming had anticipated
fame and fortune from pilgrims, but found itself devastated by locusts!

The humble town of Matera in southern Italy had been hoping for a
tourist boom after Mel Gibson made his film The Passion of Christ
there. Instead it has been hit by a biblical plague of locusts.
Tours were organised to take visitors around the town, show them
Gibson's hotel suite, allow them to sample his favourite pasta and
inspect his evening haunts. But the millions of locusts have driven the
tourists away and are doing untold damage to crops. The town's
economy has suffered so badly that businessmen are calling for a state of
emergency. Daily Telegraph 26-8-04

Pope receives European�unity prize
To crown the Pope's efforts to help so many eastern countries into the
EU's embrace, he was awarded a special prize—the Charlemagne Prize. In
2002 an exception was made and this prize was awarded not to a person
but an object—the euro. Again an exception was made this year. Instead of
one recipient there were two. Pat Cox, the president of the European
Parliament, under whose term of office (2002-2004) the enlargement took
place, was the one recipient, the Pope the other.

Pope John Paul II today received the Charlemagne Prize, given for work
on behalf of European unity, from the Mayor of Aachen, Germany.
Mayor Jurgen Linden gave the Pope the award at a ceremony held in the
Clementine Room of the apostolic palace. Along with several officials
from Aachen and members of the Roman Curia, the ambassadors of
Germany, Austria, France, Belgium, and Great Britain were on hand for
the occasion.
In accepting the honor, the Pope said that his idea of a united Europe
was "a political and spiritual unity in which Christian political leaders of
all the countries recognize, in the light of their faith, the human re-
sources" of the continent. This vision of Europe, he continued, would
reject excessive consumerism, and show solidarity toward those in need.
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The Charlemagne Prize is among the most noteworthy awards in
Europe. Previous recipients have included Konrad Adenauer, Winston
Churchill, George Marshall, and Robert Schuman. Pope John Paul ,,
was given an "extraordinary" award, because he was unable to travel to
Aachen for the regular award ceremony. This year's annual Charle-
magne Prize will be given to Pat Cox, the president of the European
Parliament, at the Aachen ceremony in May. Catholic World News 24-3-
04

Pat Cox said, "The 25 years of the pontificate of Karol Wojtyla have
been years of remarkable renewal and redefinition for Europe. Pope
John Paul II has been a chief architect of this new Europe that is
emerging: a Europe at peace with itself and with others, founded on
shared values and united at last," said Cox, who will be presented with
his award at a ceremony in Aachen on May 20. EUBusiness 24-3-04

The Vatican and the Eastern "lung" of Europe
We have looked in past Milestones at the role played by the Pope and the
Vatican in overthrowing communism. On the occasion of the presentation
of the Charlemagne prize, it was interesting to read of these matters being
openly confirmed by Deutsche Wella (24-3-04), a prominent German
TV/radio/news site.

"The Pope made an important contribution to the fall of the iron curtain
by his stance, including the political message he conveyed, and thus
helped to encourage the process of enlargement and integration for the
whole of Europe."

The jury also described Pope John Paul ,,�as a model for European
integration. "The basic values that he embodies enable the people of the
European Community to identify themselves as Europeans on this
common foundation. In his 'program of life for the whole of Europe,' he
draws our attention to the fact that the European Union can be an
effective unity only if it promotes not only the economic and political
values, but above all the spiritual and cultural values,"
Mipq—iwp Jxvvuwi}v —q{xupq {nlipixw

As a religious leader from Poland who ascended from a country stran-
gled by Communism to the pontiff, Pope John Paul II helped pave the
way for the workers' movement that led to the toppling of the Polish
Communist Party. That journey began when Karol Wojtyla, the then
charismatic cardinal of Krakow, was selected as Pope in 1978. At the
time, he was not only the first non-Italian to sit in the Chair of Peter in
455 years, but also the first Slav and the first religious leader from a
communist country to lead the Catholic church.
"You can hardly overestimate the role Karol Wojtila played after 1978
in the founding of Poland's Solidarity movement and then also with the
mounting of a Catholic worker's movement (which resisted the
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Communist government)," said Siegfried Weichlein, a historian at
Berlin's Humboldt University.

On his first trip as Pope to his home country in 1979, Wojtila's appeal
for freedom was embraced by the masses... One year later, the workers
at the Lenin shipyard went on strike and many pinned up posters of the
Pope, who would become a symbol of the Solidarity movement.
Throughout, the Pope propagated a message that Catholic social
teachings were an alternative to both communism and capitalism.
"With the support of the Pope, the church built a network for the anti-
Communist workers' movement in Poland," explained Weichlein. The
fact that the Pope came from Poland also helped build the self-
confidence of the country's Catholics.

Indeed, the Pope was a prophet of Europe's eastward expansion. As the
first Slav to sit in the Chair of Peter, the Pope embodied in his own self-
conception the spiritual unity of a Christian Europe that is moulded by
two traditions: those of the West and the East. Europe, as Wojtila has
fondly said, consists of "two lungs" and it breathes with both.

Healing the spiritual split—with Greek Orthodox
We looked in chapter 6 at the great schism of 1054. The Pope has been
working to heal this rift. There have been two aspects the rift with the
Greek Orthodox and the rift with the Russian Orthodox. There has been an
interchange of messages between the Roman and the Greek churches for a
long time, culminating with the Pope's visit to Greece in 2001 when he
formally apologised for the sacking of Constantinople in 1204.

The leader of the Orthodox Churches on Tuesday formally accepted a
2001 apology offered by Pope John Paul II for the sacking of
Constantinople 800 years ago by Catholic Crusaders.
The Pope offered the apology during a trip to Greece, and Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew I of Constantinople, today's Istanbul, formally
accepted it on the 800th anniversary of the city's capture. "The spirit of
reconciliation is stronger than hatred," Patriarch Bartholomew said
during a liturgy, attended by Cardinal Philippe Barbarin of Lyon,
France. "We receive with gratitude and respect your cordial gesture for
the tragic events of the Fourth Crusade."
Recalling the Easter season, the patriarch said, "The spirit of reconcilia-
tion of the resurrection ... incites us toward reconciliation of our
Churches."

The Pope's apology had asked forgiveness of God for "sins of action
and omission" by Catholics against the Orthodox, including those of the
Crusades, including the sacking of Constantinople on April 13, 1204,
when Crusaders sacked and looted the city for three days. Catholic
World News 14-4-04
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In June, Bartholomew I visited the Pope and returned again in November
(his 4 WK visit) to receive "relics" looted in that 1204 raid. Bartholomew I
later stated that the return of the relics was the most important achievement
during his 13-year tenure as Patriarch of Constantinople. There was a
special ceremony to receive them at Istanbul (Constantinople).

An ecumenical assembly, including civil authorities and many Catholic
bishops gathered yesterday in St George's Orthodox cathedral in
Istanbul to welcome the relics of Wz.!Gregory Nazianzen and St. John
Chrysostom, the Fides news service reports.
"This was an act of reconciliation among the churches which is bound to
have positive effects on ecumenical relations in the future," Father
George Marovich, spokesman for the Catholic bishops' conference of
Turkey, told Fides. National media outlets gave ample coverage to the
event, which caused joy and emotion among all the different Christians
in Turkey. Catholic World News 30-11-04
Vatican officials who visited the Istanbul this week have reported that
the Orthodox Patriarchate of Constantinople shares the Pope's desire to
re-start meetings of a joint Catholic-Orthodox theological commission.
Catholic World News 4-12-04

An interesting aspect of the present political dispute in the Ukraine is the
wish of the Ukraine Greek Catholic Church, set up DV�D�result of a division
in 1596 to become a patriarchy of Rome. At the moment, Rome regards the
head of that Church as a "Major Archbishop". The Ukrainians would like
him to be regarded as a "Patriarch". It is the largest Orthodox Church to be
in communion with Rome whilst holding to the Eastern rites of Orthodoxy.
The Greek Catholic Churches are mainly in western Ukraine, the Greek
Orthodox churches are mainly in the east and centre. The attitude of the
main Orthodox Churches is that any reunion should be done as a block and
they are opposed to the Greek Catholic efforts to move closer Romeward.

[On 4th March 2004] more than 150 national deputies of Ukraine signed
a letter to Pope John Paul II, asking him to grant the UGCC (Ukrainian
Greek Catholic Church) the status of a patriarchate.
According to Oleksa Hudyma, national deputy and member of Viktor
Yushchenko's "Our Ukraine" faction, who initiated the collection of
signatures, "the atmosphere during the collection of signatures was
extremely friendly, both towards the Greek Catholic Church and those
national deputies who contributed the most to this endeavor."
Among those who signed the letter were mostly national deputies who
are members of Viktor Yushchenko's "Our Ukraine" faction. UGCC
webnews 8-3-04

The Pope has said that he will not rush into a decision.
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Healing the spiritual split—with Russian Orthodox
The divisions here have been much deeper. The Vatican's desire to convert
Russia to Mary has aroused deep resentment from the Russian Orthodox
Church, which considers that they are already serving Mary and that the
Catholic Church is the one out of communion. It has been a papal dream to
visit Moscow when the time is ripe—so far that time has not come. The
Russian Patriarch Alexy II is deeply suspicious of the Pope's moves. There
has, however, been some movement, perhaps with pressure from President
Putin, who would see political gain if this division between the churches is
healed.
In February, Roman Catholic Cardinal Walter Kasper had a meeting with
Alexy and other officials. This was the first visit from a Vatican official
since 2002. The 4-day visit marked a thaw in relations. Some of the
discussion concerned the matter of the Ukraine Greek Catholic Church,
noted above, to which the Russian Orthodox is deeply opposed. Then, in
August, the Pope returned "the sacred icon of Our Lady of Kazan". This
was another looted treasure that ended up in the Vatican's possession. It
was somewhat grudgingly received by Alexy II who observed that it was -

"the first step toward restoring brotherly relations." But in comments to
the press after the ceremony, he underlined his insistence that the
Vatican must make more concessions to the Orthodox position before
further ecumenical progress is possible. Catholic World News 30-8-04

The Pope had hoped that he would personally be allowed to take the
treasure back, but he was not invited many Russians regard the icon as a
fake! _
Alexy II has a new
$70 million, 5,000
sq. m. palace! Mr
Putin visited the
palace to discuss
"the future plans of
the Russian Ortho-
dox Church." Asia
News 17-8-04
We now turn to
contemplate the
wonderful way in
which events have
ensured the involve-
ment of Britain and America
Middle East.

and others in the affairs of Israel and the
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Chapter 10:

LIONS WORKING TO CHANGE THE M.E.
We turn from a consideration of the powers that will come against Israel,
to a more agreeable consideration of those nations who support Israel and
will help the King of Israel when he reveals himself We are looking at the
English-speaking countries and those, like India, which have had close
connections with Britain. What has been so good to see this year has been
the emergence of Britain as a "shadowing hand" in the affairs of Israel
and the Palestinians.

Why "young lions"? This is the language of Ezekiel 38, which we dealt
with extensively in the last two Milestones. We will touch upon it here.

Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, with all the [her]
young lions thereof, shall say unto thee, Art thou come to take a spoil?
hast thou gathered thy company to take a prey? to carry away silver and
gold, to take away cattle and goods, to take a great spoil? Ezek. 38:13

The events of 2004 have strengthened our traditional understanding of this
passage, that it represents Britain as the merchants of Tarshish and
America, Australia, India, Canada and New Zealand as her young lions.
Not cubs, but fully independent lions, that have a strong family bond with
the mother country. What other power is there that corresponds to this
picture of the merchants of Tarshish having young nations associated with
her and working in the part of the world occupied by Sheba and Dedan, i.e.
the Arabian Peninsula?

America and Britain in Iraq
Although President Bush declared the Iraqi war was over in mid 2003, we
know that that was very optimistic. British and American forces, with their
allies, have been combating many, many insurgent attacks. These have
mainly been backed by Iran and Syria; neighbouring countries that do not
want to see America on their doorstep. The Allied death toll continues to
rise. Yet there have been tremendous improvements. Parts of Iraq are due
to hold elections at the end of January 2005, in spite of great attempts to
thwart this wish. For America, it is important in that it shows that she has
not come to seize a country, but, having rooted out a great source of
terrorism, to return the country to a democratic rule by its own citizens.
America intends to maintain a strong presence here, as she does in many
other countries.

Pressure is increasing on the Bush administration to show that the
rebuilding effort will win this race, and that some of the many projects
that have been delayed or temporarily abandoned will soon improve the
lives of Iraqis, giving them a reason to trust the government and reject
the anarchy of the insurgency.
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More than any other sector of the infrastructure, it is the electrical grid
that fills officials with hope. True, virtually every project is behind
schedule, and few goals have been met. Indeed, officials involved with
reconstruction expend great effort revising the overly optimistic projec-
tions made by the American occupation authorities in previous months.
But there are, finally, more megawatts on the grid than before the
invasion, and with a number of big projects under way behind the
scenes; officials say it is just the start.
"We're getting the crisis back under control," said Simon Stolp, the
program manager for electricity at the Project and Contracting Office,
which is managing billions of dollars of Congressionally mandated
reconstruction money. "There ar a whole basket of positive things to be
seen," he said. New Y ork Times l 1004

The battles against terrorism had Britain working closely with America. In
spite of opposition at home, and certainly with strong criticism from France
and Germany, Britain showed her independence of Europe and her
alignment with America.

America and Israel
America is Israel's greatest friend and we do not need to spend much space
reporting this vital friendship. One of Mr Bush's very practical ways of
helping Israel and supporting the peace initiative has been the setting up of
Qualified Industrial Zones. These are specific industrial parks whose goods
are allowed into the United States duty—free. This can represent a consider-
able price advantage—clothing for instance normally attracts a 30% duty.
The particular special nature of these QIZs is that the goods they export
must have a part Israeli content—see box. It makes it worthwhile for these
countries to have Israel as a partner and greatly boosts Israel's economy.

The QIZ rules, modified for Jordan, stipulate that a minimum of 35% of
the exported good's value must be composed of local content: 11.7% of this
must be Jordanian and 8% must be provided by Israeli manufacturers (7% for
high-tech products); the remainder M reach the 35% value-added requirement
can come from Jordan, the US, Israe , and/or or the West Bank and Gaza.

QIZ—a new blueprint for an Arab-Israeli Middle East market
Under American guidance, Free
Trade Zones had been set up on
the borders of Israel and Gaza,
and Israel and Jordan. Goods
made in these zones are also
allowed into the States duty-free.
Those on the Gaza border have
now been closed down—terrorist
attacks forced the Israelis to pull
out. Those with Jordan, on the
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other hand, have prospered. Recently the new types of Industrial Park—
Qualified Industrial Zones—have been set up in Jordan. There are 10 zones
currently operating and the chart shows their success.

America in Egypt
Some 90% of the world's trade is transported by sea. Sea freight is still
vital, not only to the economies of the world, but in maintaining supplies to
troops around the world. In the Divine Providence, when the shape of the
world was determined, a narrow strip of land linked Africa to Asia. Like
the energy wealth buried in Russia, these things take on a special
importance in these "last days". This land bridge, now traversed by the
Suez Canal, is vital to the interests of Britain and also America. Sea freight
from the Far East to Europe goes through this passageway rather than
travelling around the Cape of Africa. Britain obtained control of the Suez
in 1875, snatching it from the French! (See Milestones 2003 ch 10). It was
important to safeguard her investments in India, which relied heavily on
traffic between the two countries. For both Britain and America, with bases
scattered around the Middle East, it is still a vital waterway and one they
would probably not hesitate to protect in time of trouble.
The increasing influence of America in Egypt is very encouraging from a
prophetic viewpoint. Egypt is the biggest purchaser of arms from the USA!

Egypt has ordered more defense equipment from the United States than
any other country, reports the Congressional Research Service. Cairo
ordered US$13.7 billion in weaponry from 1996 to 2003, far more than
any other country during that period.
Egypt has replaced Saudi Arabia as the leading military client of the
United States, largely financed through Cairo's $1.3 billion in annual
U.S. military aid. Periscope News 28-12-04

A number of steps were taken to align Egypt with America during the year.
Egyptian officials said Cairo and Washington have agreed to establish a
framework for an annual strategic dialogue. They said the dialogue
would cover Egyptian-U.S. defense relations as well as strategy in the
Middle East. Middle East Newsline 15-1-04

Then there was this interesting report—unthinkable a few years ago!
Egypt has proposed serving as a major depot for the maintenance and
repair of U.S. and NATO military equipment.
The offer by the regime of President Hosni Mubarak would include the
pre-positioning of NATO equipment on Egyptian territory as part of an
effort to increase Cairo's ties with the Western alliance. The equipment
could be used for an emergency in the Middle East as well as during
regional military exercises held in Egypt.
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U.S. officials said Egypt has relayed a proposal to focus on the mainte-
nance and repair of main battle tanks and aircraft for U.S. and NATO
fleets. Over the last 20 years, Egypt has converted from a Soviet to a
U.S.—oriented military with one of the largest fleets of F-16s aircraft
and M IA1 tanks outside of the United States.
With U.S. help, Egypt has developed an infrastructure for armored
production. The Egyptian military manufactures 40% of the parts for the
M1A1 produced in Egypt... has assembled 755 such tanks and plans to
complete production of another 125. Middle East Newsline 4-6-04

President Mubarak is 76 years old and not in good health. During the
summer he had life-saving treatment in Germany. He is grooming his son
Gamal (Jimmy) to take over. In July he took active steps to modernise his
government. He "retired" his 72-year-old prime minister and replaced him,
and many other ministers, with younger, Western-educated, businessmen.
They have a more pragmatic approach to working with the West. "This is
the most optimistic moment in 50 years", said an economist at the
American University in Cairo.

QIZs in Egypt³an historic breakthrough for Israel
As the end of the year approached, there was even more exciting news,
because it involved Israel. For years Israel has been asking for the release
of an Israeli, held in Egypt since 1996, accused of spying—a charge
vehemently denied by Israel. According to Debka, Mubarak indicated
earlier in the year that he would release Azzam Azzam when the time was
right. It suddenly came in early December, with a swop for 6 young
Egyptians arrested by Israel in August. That night, to the surprise of its
audience, Egypt's TV Channel 1 hosted for the first time ever the Israeli
embassy's press attaché on its programme "The Topic of the Hour".

The dust had just settled on this surprise softening of Egypt's attitude to
Israel, when it was announced, without warning as far as the Egyptian
press was concerned, that the US, Egypt, and Israel had just signed an
agreement to set up QIZs in Egypt.

The signing of the agreement took place at a high level, with US trade
representative, coming to Cairo for the event, only his third visit to
Egypt. Egyptian Foreign Trade and Industry Minister Rasheed
Mohamed Rasheed and Israeli Vice Prime Minister Ehud Olmert also
inked the deal.
The signing of the agreement—which flies in the face of all the recent,
popular calls to boycott Israeli products is probably as historic as the
signing of the Camp David Accords 25 years ago. It moves economic
cooperation with Israel into a more public dimension.
The US has agreed on three QIZs in Egypt: one in Greater Cairo;
another in Alexandria; and a third in the Suez Canal Zone. All the
industrial areas within these zones will be able to use the agreement.
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The real price of the QIZ will be Egypt's greater normalisation of
relations and the subsequent increase in Israeli exports, which are
expected to rise to a size equivalent to 11.7 per centl of Egypt's exports
to the US. Considering industry and foreign trade figures indicating that
an estimated $4 billion in Egyptian exports will reach the US in the
coming five years, annual Israeli exports to Egypt will certainly go way
above their 2003 level of $26.5 million. Al-Ahram 16-22 Dec 04

Then came hints that Egypt was considering returning an Egyptian
ambassador back to Israel—the last one was recalled in 2000. Then talk
that there might be some progress on the discussions for Egypt to export
$1.5 billion of natural gas to Israel over a 15-year period. Al-Ahram
Weekly, an Egyptian news-site ran this remarkable headline (29-12-04) �
Keeping in touch with Tel Aviv—Egyptian diplomacy seems willing to
walk the extra mile to secure an Israeli commitment to peace require-
ments. It revealed that already the Egyptian intelligence chief has been to
Israel to discuss practical arrangements to help with the Palestinian
elections, and there were parallel discussions about a new head for the
Israeli Embassy in Cairo, to "capitalise on the new ambience of Egyptian-
Israeli détente".

So things appear to be moving in the right direction. It brings Israelis into
Egypt. Zechariah 10:10 mentions Egypt as one of the countries from which
God's people will be regathered.

America & Britain in the Middle East
Both countries are active in the Middle East area. Here is a brief resume.

A study by the Congressional Research Service asserted that U.S. allies
in the Middle East signed the largest military contracts between 2000
and 2003. They included Egypt, Israel, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates. Middle East Newsline 2-9-04
The assessment by the National Intelligence Council maintains that U.S.
military power will shape events in the region through at least 2020.
"The role of the United States will be critical in shaping Middle Eastern
events between now and 2020," the report, entitled "The Middle East to
2020," said. "The United States is the dominant military power in the
region and, according to plans of the current administration, intends to
remain so for an indefinite future." Middle East Newsline 22-2-04
The US State Department spent approximately $600 million last year
(2003) on programs promoting American policies in the region and an
additional $540 million on Voice of America and other broadcasts.
Middle East Newsline 22-1-04

� The percentage agreed for Israeli content.
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The United States and Qatar recently signed a Trade and Investment
Framework Agreement (TIFA) in Washington as a step towards
developing closer trade ties. Qatar is the ninth Middle Eastern country
to sign a TIFA with the United States. The Bush administration aims for
a free trade area across the Middle East by 2013. MEMA 21-3-04

The United States has launched an upgrade of its naval facility in
Bahrain. U.S. officials said the project reflects the intention of the U.S.
Navy to maintain its presence in the Gulf Arab kingdom for at least
another decade. Middle East Newsline 4-3-04
U.S. Trade Representative and Bahrain's Minister of Finance signed the
U.S.-Bahrain Free Trade Agreement, a comprehensive agreement that
will remove trade barriers between the two sides. Two-way trade was
nearly $900 million in 2003. Middle East Newsline 15-9-04

The Bush administration has designated Kuwait a major non-NATO
ally. It makes Kuwait the second Gulf Cooperation Council state to
obtain such a designation. In 2002, the administration deemed Bahrain
to be a major non-NATO ally. Middle East Newsline 20-1-04

The United States has been examining the prospect of establishing a
naval base in Kuwait. Central Command has been surveying sites to
establish a port to receive military platforms and other supplies. They
said the port and naval base would ensure the smooth delivery of equip-
ment to Iraq. The sources said Central Command now seeks a permanent
facility in the sheikdom. Middle East Newsline 17-2-04

Saudi Arabia has been declared eligible for a U.S. program to upgrade
its combat air fleet. Officials said Saudi Arabia will acquire systems
engineering and integration support for its air force starting from fiscal
2004 through 2008. Middle East Newsline 18-1-04
The Royal Omani Air Force awarded a contract to BAE Systems for
airborne reconnaissance upgrades to its new fleet of F-16 fighters,
Middle East Newsline 2-3-04

Britain and the Palestinians
Mr Blair was the first international leader to visit the area since Arafat's
death. He had earlier indicated his desire to solve the Palestinian terrorist
threat to Israel, when answering a question from an Israeli journalist.

The Middle East peace process won't get back on track before Israel's
security is firmly guaranteed, British Prime Minister Tony Blair insisted.

"As you know, ,�have been critical of certain aspects of Israeli policy,
but I do honestly believe it is impossible to get this process restarted
unless there is a credible security plan that allows people to believe
genuinely that every attempt is being made to stop the support of
terrorism, the flow of terrorists into either the Palestinian Authority
(territory) or into Israel, and to give a clear message that terrorism is the
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enemy of progress for the Palestinian people." "It's so obvious," he
added. Agence France Presse 15-1-04

Britain has been quietly working with the Palestinians, trying to reduce
terrorism and bring some structure to that region. There were several
reports of Britain's MI6 operating in the Palestinian areas. A Daily Tele-
graph report 20-11-04 revealed that:

MI6 agents and British police are setting up a high-tech control centre
for Palestinian security services in the Gaza Strip to help them maintain
control in the volatile territory after the death of Yasser Arafat. As one
of the few countries with credibility among both Israeli and Palestinian
leaders, Britain is moving quickly to try to turn the death of Mr Arafat
into an opportunity to revive peace talks after four years of bloodletting.
The nerve centre for Palestinian security forces in Gaza is expected to
become operational within weeks. It is an attempt discreetly to shore up
moderate Palestinian leaders and paves the way for Israel's planned
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip next year.
Earlier this year, British officials set up a joint operations room to help
unify the myriad of Palestinian security services in the West Bank city
of Ramallah.

There is also close contact within the governments of Sharon and Blair
revealed in an interesting article about Dov Weisglass, who was recently
appointed Sharon's bureau chief. He was given a list of organisations and
countries to ignore the UN and European countries, except for Britain.

Weisglass decided to create a direct channel to his counterparts in
London. He was successful. The ties grew closer and the British are
showing a great deal of activity in the Israeli-Palestinian arena.
Weisglass' liaison at 10 Downing Street is Sir Nigel Sheinwald, the
foreign policy adviser to Prime Minister Tony Blair. Sheinwald, who as
his name suggests is Jewish, is a graduate of Harrow and a professional
diplomat in the Foreign Office whose latest posting was as UK
ambassador to the EU. He is thorough, well informed about details, has
extensive international connections and plays an important role in the
realm of advisers to world leaders. We can take it that he has even closer
ties with Condoleezza Rice, the U.S. secretary of state-designate, than
Weisglass does. Haaretz Mt. Ed. 17-12-04

Sheinwald, in Israel ahead of Tony Blair's December visit, spoke of what
Britain was doing in the area.

In the past year Britain invested half-a-million pounds to establish
operations rooms for the Palestinian security forces, with telephones and
computers and police vans. We were able to prevent a few terrorist
attacks, the British say proudly, and we could do more. Blair, according
to his envoy, believes that the resolution of the Palestine conflict is
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important for the regional interests of Britain and the entire world. A
settlement here will have positive implications for other problems in the
Middle East, such as Iraq.
Sheinwald rejects the allegations being voiced in Jerusalem to the effect
that Blair is acting for political reasons, with a view to the upcoming
elections and his desire to conciliate the left wing of his party for his
ardent support of the war in Iraq. Blair is a friend of Israel and looks
after its interests, his people say. The fact is that he displayed public
understanding for Israel's nuclear program, despite the calls from Labor
benches. Haaretz Mt. Ed. 17-12-04

Under American-British plans to work with Arafat's successor—provided
elections in January bring Abbas (Abu Mazen) as leader—the British
would be responsible for security, working with Egypt and Jordan.

Egyptian, British and Jordanian officers ready to move in
Israel's role in the Bush plan is as follows: to permit Egyptian military
and intelligence officers free rein in the Gaza Strip and West Bank. In
both places they will work with British MI6 agents who have undertaken
to supervise a radical overhaul of the Palestinian security and intelli-
gence apparatus. British prime minister Tony Blair was given the go-
ahead for this project in his December 22 talks in Jerusalem with Sharon
and Abu Mazen in Ramallah.
The British planners want to jettison the entire command level of the
Palestinian organizations all of whom engaged in terrorist activity and
replace it with a new generation of young officers the British propose to
train.
The director of the British operation is Blair's senior foreign adviser and
confidant Sir Nigel Sheinwald, who also acts as the British prime
minister's contact with the White House.
Washington has demanded that Jordanian military and intelligence
teams be co-opted to the British-Egyptian contingents operating in the
West Bank.
This set-up will plant in the Palestinian Authority the first basic mecha-
nism seen in the Middle East for Arab-European military and economic
cooperation backed by Gulf financing, a model which Bush believes can
be enlarged and transposed to Iraq.
With the first bricks in place, each party is now required to step into its
assigned role. Debka 24-12-04

India and Israel
India and Israel continue to cement their friendship, borne out of sharing a
common enemy—the Moslem powers located between them. Both coun-
tries gained independence within a few months of each other in 1947/8.
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Although India formally recognised Israel in 1950, friendship really only
came in 1992 when India formally gave diplomatic recognition to Israel.
Trade has grown steadily between the two countries—it almost doubled in
the past 3 years to $2bn a year, with still "immense potential for growth,
looking for $8 billion by 2008", declared an Indian official. Israel has
much to offer India. She has an advanced weapons industry; she is skilled
at upgrading old Soviet weaponry, which India possesses; she is skilled in
agricultural production in poor growing conditions and thus able to help
India feed her teeming population. India offers Israel a vast market for her
goods and a well-educated workforce, able to provide computer program-
ming skills at much lower cost than in Israel.
In March, the two countries held their 3xj!Joint Working Party to look at
means of cooperating to combat terrorism.

Contending that it is a global menace, India and Israel have pledged their
resolve to cooperate in fighting terrorism globally through forging inter-
national alliances. Indiainfo.com . 25-03-04

Israel's biggest defence deal was signed with India in March.
India and Israel have signed a $1.1 billion contract for the Phalcon
airborne early-warning and alert system.
The Phalcon deal represents the largest single defense export contract by
an Israeli firm. Middle East Newsline 8-3-04

With the surprise win of the Congress Party in the May elections in India,
Israel was worried that relations might cool. This has not been the case.

A three�way US�Israel�India strategic framework
An interesting Debka article (17-12-04) indicated that in spite of Putin's
visit to India, the relationships with America and Israel were deepening.

India and the United States are already deep in preparations for the next
step in their strategic partnership... military relations will continue to
grow stronger. Washington will begin selling New Delhi non-offensive
weapons and strategic and intelligence systems and is prepared to
accelerate bilateral relations more dramatically. "The United States
wants to be a very big supplier of military equipment to India."
India and Israel will expand their military and economic ties. Since some
Israeli-supplied weapons systems and upgrades draw on US technology
—and Israel needs US permission to sell them to a 3rd party—New
Delhi will be integrated in a three-way US-Israel-India strategic frame-
work... India is Israel's biggest trading partner after China and South
Korea.

Seventy percent of India's military equipment came from the Soviet
Union prior to its collapse in 1991 and since. Its armed forces complain
that the availability of spare parts is irregular. Israel is filling that gap,
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which partly explains how military sales to India are set to climb to the
top of Israel's export list—from $1.6 billion this year, advancing in 20%
leaps each year to an estimated $3 billion in 2006.
Last year, India took delivery of $30 million worth of Tabor and Galil
assault rifles, night vision scopes and laser measurement and targeting
equipment from Israel Military Industries. In March 2004, Israel
contracted to supply India three Phalcon airborne warning and control
systems mounted on Russian Ilyushin aircraft. Israel Aircraft Industries
has already upgraded Soviet-designed MiG-21 fighters for the Indian air
force. Israeli-made drones and laser-guided "smart bombs" are stocked
in its arsenal.
New Delhi is shopping now for an assortment of advanced Israeli radar
systems... New Delhi is negotiating the purchase of the entire Arrow
system, after testing it against Pakistani targets in spring this year.
Two India warships recently paid a four-day port-of-call visit to Israeli
naval bases paving the way to more hi-tech trading, cooperation and
possible joint naval maneuvers in the Arabian Sea. Indian naval planners
see room for closer collaboration in training, operational exercises,
hardware and naval platform design.

Australia and Israel
The close friendship between this "young lion" and Israel, in spite of them
being half a world away, has been well documented. In January the
Australian foreign minister, Alexander Downer, was in Israel and a
Jerusalem Post headline (25-1-04) spoke of 'A continent and a friend'.
The article reflected the long-standing friendship and increasing trade
between the two countries. Mr Howard's re-election in November brought
comfort to Israel, as well as confirming that Australians backed their
"young lion" activity with America in the Middle East.

Australia is fortunate enough to be blessed, on both sides of politics,
with a tradition of supporting a secure Israel and playing a positive role
in the quest for Middle East peace. Nonetheless, there are a number of
reasons to regard John Howard's stunning fourth straight election
victory on October 9 as particularly good news for those who seek a
secure Israel at peace with its neighbours.
Prime Minister John Howard and Foreign Minister Alexander Downer,
are both dedicated supporters of Israel and have committed Australia to
help defeat terrorism in general.
The Howard win also ensures that Israel can continue to count on coura-
geous Australian support at the United Nations and other international
venues. The Australian delegation to the UN took a brave stand in
opposition to the one-sided decision by the International Court of Justice
in The Hague (ICJ) to order the dismantling of Israel's life-saving
security barrier. The Review 8-11-04
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America-Britain-India-Australia—lions together
We have seen American links to India; Britain has very strong links too.

Describing India and the UK as natural economic partners... The UK is
the second largest investor into India. India was the 8th largest investor
in the UK in 2003. It is one of the fastest growing, investing in the UK's
knowledge economy. The UK provides an important bridge into the
European market, attracting over 60 per cent of India's investment in
Europe. PTI 20-9-04
India and Britain will hold a 'first-of-its-kind' joint military exercises in
March next year. Last month, India and Britain had agreed to expand co-
operation in defence, civilian nuclear and space programmes and high
technology trade after a meeting between British Prime Minister Tony
Blair and his Indian counterpart Manmohan Singh. AND' 21-10-04
The Indian Air Force will receive 66 Hawk Advanced Jet Trainers under
a memorandum of understanding signed between India and Britain on
Friday. Redill.com 19-3-04

America and Australia are developing military links.
The U.S. and Australia have agreed in principle to establish a major
training base in northern Australia... The agreement will further tighten
military ties between the U.S. and Australia as well as giving Canberra
more access to American technology. New Zealand Herald 8-6-04

Australia and the US have also signed a memorandum of understanding to
formalize Australia's long-term commitment to the U.S. missile defence
program. Australia is also keen to increase her co-operation with Nato.
Canada has been a strong young lion in the past; at the moment there
seems little positive support for Israel. However a Globe&Mail article (1-
12-04) indicated that she was going to stand up to the UN's anti-Israel bias.

UN Ambassador Allan Rock delivered a scathing denunciation of the
General Assembly's resolutions isolating and attacking Israel, confirm-
ing a shift in Canada's approach to the Middle East.

During an annual debate on the question of Palestine, Mr. Rock said
Canada will vote today against two key resolutions on which it has ab-
stained in the past, lining up with the United States, often the only major
power to defend Israel at the United Nations.

New Zealand was listed, in an article in March, as having 61 troops in the
coalition forces in Iraq. She also sent 50 SAS troops in March for a 6-
month tour of duty to Afghanistan.
We now turn to Israel, the focus of our considerations.
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Chapter 11:

ISRAEL AFTER ARAFAT—PEACE &
SAFETY?
Having looked at the involvement of Britain and America in the Middle
East, we now turn to Israel. Its position at the end of the booklet is because
Israel is the climax, the focus of all that has gone before. It is to this land
that the eyes of the whole world will be focused. It is here that God's work
of redemption will arrive at its triumphant conclusion—God manifested in
a multitude of redeemed ones who go forth to save God's people and to
vindicate His Name. This glorious day lies in the future. What are the steps
to it? One of the matters that have exercised the minds of saints is the
foretold period of peace that Israel enjoys before the invasion. We looked
at Ezekiel 's words describing this peace and safety or security, in chapter
3. We add to that the picture of "peace and safety" given in 1Thess 5:1-4.

Peace and safety foretold
But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write
unto you.
For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a
thief in the night.

For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction
cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall
not escape.
But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you
as a thief 1Thess 5: I -4

There have been many such calls in the past, such as the occasion when
Chamberlain declared "It is peace for our time", having obtained a promise
from Hitler. That was short-lived 12 months later Britain and Germany
were at war. The final application of this passage, although it still lies in
the future, may possibly be starting in the situation that is unfolding!
Let's examine these two words, peace and safety. The first is straightfor-
ward, meaning, according to Strong, "peace (literally or figuratively); by
implication, prosperity". The second is defined by Strong as "security
(literally or figuratively)". Thayer has "security from enemies & dangers,
safety". The RSV has "peace and security".
Who are the they who make the Peace and Safety cry and who experience
the sudden destruction? It clearly is not the saints, as verse 4 indicates. In
the first place, it must be Israel. It has to do with the day of the Lord that so
cometh as a thief in the night. (v2). Now when Jesus spoke to his disciples
of this "day" in the Mt Olivet prophecy, it was primarily concerning the
destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70. Peter also uses the same phrase (2 Pet
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3:10), in connection with the same event the dissolving of the Jewish
"heavens and earth", which involved the overthrow of the political and
religious Jewish heavens. Their final fulfilment will involve the same
matter the destruction of Jerusalem and the rolling up of the Jewish
political and religious heavens that are now, to be replaced by the new
heavens and earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.
When is the cry made?
Remembering it is associated with the thief-like coming of the Lord, the
cry may occur after his return to his household, but before his revealing to
Israel. The revealing to Israel is when he saves them from the Gogian
forces. So the sudden destruction spoken of here would relate to the terrible
destruction that occurs during this invasion. We can tie in two Old
Testament passages.

Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, and thy spoil shall be divided in
the midst of thee.
For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle; and the city
shall be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished; and half
of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the residue of the people
shall not be cut offfrom the city.

Then shall the LORD go forth, and fight against those nations, as when
he fought in the day of battle. Zec 14:1-3

This first passage has to do with the Day of the Lord and is a picture of
terrible troubles for Israel. The other passage is the well-known Ezekiel 38,
which again indicates a terrible time for Israel, with defeat by its enemies.
This destruction comes after a time of peace—these two passages are
talking of the same events.

they shall dwell safely all of them. Thou shalt ascend and come like a
storm, thou shalt be like a cloud to cover the land, thou, and all thy
bands, and many people with thee.
And thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of unwalled villages; I will go
to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling without
walls, and having neither bars nor gates, Eze 38:8,9,11

It is clear that this time is before the Jews recognise their Messiah—it is as
a result of their calamity that they will cry out to God and He will save
them, as the last section of chapter 38 and all chapter 39 detail. The
Hebrew word for safety is similar to the Greek word. Strong defines it as "a
place of refuge; abstract, safety, both the fact (security) and the feeling
(trust)". The sense seems to be dwelling securely, especially with the
phrase without walls, bars or gates. Walls were the mark of the main
fortified cities with their city gates. In contrast, the villages were generally
unwalled.
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How will this happen?
The actual detail of how this will be fulfilled may only be seen with
hindsight! Just what dwelling without walls and bars entails we can only
speculate. We must also remember that this time of peace is considered a
time of trespass by God (Eze 39:26), implying it is very much a man-made
peace. Is it that their security fences enable them to dwell without needing
individual protection around their towns and settlements? Israel is pushing
ahead with the security barrier. There is a suggestion of erecting an
electronic barrier to the south on the border with Egypt, running from the
bottom of the Gaza Strip down to Eilat. There is a similar system in the
Jordan Valley. Are they ringed in, so as to be safe? It may be, yet that does
not sound a satisfying answer to these words. It may be part of the solution,
but surely here is indicated something most remarkable, something notable.
It must involve a considerable change to what we are witnessing today.
I believe those changes are coming soon. Israel seems set on a course that
sees her trusting for her safety in Egypt, Jordan, Britain and America,
rather than trusting in God. Sennacherib correctly assessed Israel's trust in
Egypt as trusting on a broken reed (Isa 36:6). Such trust may well bring
peace but it will be short-lived. It brought God's condemnation in
Isaiah's day.

Woe to the rebellious children, saith the LORD, that take counsel, but
not of me; and that cover with a covering, but not of my spirit, that they
may add sin to sin:

That walk to go down into Egypt, and have not asked at my mouth; to
strengthen themselves in the strength of Pharaoh, and to trust in the
shadow of Egypt!

Therefore shall the strength of Pharaoh be your shame, and the trust in
the shadow of Egypt your confusion. Isa 30:1,2,3
Woe to them that go down to Egypt for help; and stay on horses, and
trust in chariots, because they are many; and in horsemen, because they
are very strong; but they look not unto the Holy One of Israel, neither
seek the LORD! Isa 31:1

We saw in the last chapter these potential changes: the US initiatives in
Jordan and Egypt with the QIZs; Egypt's new government leaning towards
the west; Britain's involvement in the area; the planned involvement of
Jordan and Egypt in Palestinian affairs under Britain's guidance. Who
knows whether the aftermath of the Asian tsunami will bring a more co-
operative spirit between opposing powers.
These are all amazing things, pointing in the right direction. However, we
have to be realistic, this might not be the path forward—we will have to
wait and see. What we can say, as we view the position at the end of the
year, is that possibly we now have the ingredients for peace and growing
prosperity for Israel.
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A changing attitude
Both Mr Bush and Mr Blair are determined to find a solution to the conflict
between Israel and the Palestinians. Both countries have different roles to
play. Britain is skilled at dealing with terrorists; years of activity in
Northern Ireland have honed the skills of soldiers and politicians. America
can bring about changes through her great trading power. In the speeches at
the time of Mr Bush's re-election, both men expressed their determination
to act positively over the long-running conflict in the land.

President George W. Bush said that after the death of Yasser Arafat
there was now a "great chance" to create an independent Palestinian
state living at peace with Israel by the time he leaves office in 2009. He
said after a summit with British Prime Minister Tony Blair, dominated
by the Middle East and Iraq, the United States wants to see a Palestinian
leadership that is committed to fighting terror and carrying out
democratic reforms. "I believe we've got a great chance to establish a
Palestinian state," he said. "I would like to see it done in four years. I
think it is possible."

Bush said he and Blair "share a vision of a free, peaceful, a democratic
broader Middle East." AFP 12-11-04

Mr Bush's nomination of national security adviser Condoleezza Rice to
succeed Colin Powell as Secretary of State was warmly received in Israel.
She is the daughter of a Presbyterian Minister and shares Mr Bush's
religious outlook on life with a sympathy for the Israeli people. We saw in
the last chapter that Mr Blair's political advisor is a Jew.
Peace talks raised expectations in the past, but the time was not ripe in
God's timetable to use a farming figure—the soil was too cold for the
seed to germinate! That coldness can largely be laid at Yasser Arafat's
door. He had no real interest in peace only in the removal of Israel from
the area. He has now gone and there is a sudden thaw. It did not start with
his death; well before there were winds of change. Saddam Hussein had
been toppled and captured. America had shown her determination to bring
democracy to the Middle East (part of the Frog-like spirit going out to the
kings of the world, Rev 16:14). Israel is the only democratic country in the
area. Tensions have been reducing in the area. Libya has turned to the
West. Turkey is seriously talking of withdrawing her troops from Cyprus.
India and Pakistan are working to resolve differences over Pakistan. Israel
is planning to shut Gaza settlements. Egypt is planning to work commer-
cially with Israel. Changes are certainly afoot and Britain and America
seem to be in control of the agenda for change. Should elections for a new
Palestinian leader be peaceful, this will mark a new step. As the year ends,
Palestinians have held the first round of municipal elections—the first
since 1976 which have passed off peacefully.
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Arafat and his succession
Perhaps the death of Arafat enables this time of peace to develop.
Let's briefly review his life and death.
In spite of his claims to have been born in Jerusalem, he was born in Cairo
in 1927 and joined a fundamentalist movement and tried to enter Palestine
in 1948 to fight against the infant Jewish Sate. He became a student at
Cairo University studying engineering. In 1950 he had military training
with the Muslim Brotherhood. After jobs in Cairo and Kuwait, in 1959 he
began his full-time political career. From Lebanon, the West Bank and
Jordan, he organized a guerrilla war against Israel, becoming chairman of
the PLO in 1969. From 1971 he had his headquarters in Lebanon and
formed the Black September terrorist group. He addressed the UN in 1974,
but was expelled to Tunis in 1982. He renounced terrorism against Israel in
1988 and negotiated with Clinton and Rabin, eventually signing the Oslo
Agreement on the White House lawn in 1993. Here it was agreed to set up
an interim self-government in Gaza and Jericho under his leadership. After
further talks and a signing ceremony in Cairo in May 1994, the stage was
set for his return. Israel withdrew her troops from Gaza and Jericho in June
and Arafat returned in July. The rest as they say is history! Ten years on,
the Palestinian dreams of statehood are largely unfulfilled.
Arafat's final illness came relatively swiftly. It was soon apparent that his
situation was critical and President Chirac offered assistance. On October
29th he was removed to Jordan and transferred to the French presidential jet
in which he was flown to a military hospital in France that had tight
security. Few were allowed to see him. Any advantages against America
and Israel that Chirac had hoped for in holding the key player were short
lived, as Arafat deteriorated rapidly. According to Debka, just as the
Americans were waking up to Bush's re-election, Arafat was being put on
a life-support machine. For a week he was kept "alive" until his wife had
the assurances that she needed about her pension and then the machine was
turned off. After a lavish send-off in Paris "fit for a head of state", a French
military plane took his body to Cairo where heads of state and foreign
dignitaries gathered for his funeral amid tight security so tight that the
British representative, Jack Straw, and many others were locked out of the
final part of the ceremony! Then it was on by Egyptian helicopter to
Ramallah, amidst chaotic scenes, when mourning Palestinians flooded the
site, which was supposed to have been kept empty. Only with great
difficult could the coffin be laid to rest.
However it all passed off without the prophesied bloodshed and this has
been the situation for the rest of the year. What role, if any, the British are
playing behind the scenes one cannot tell.
Arafat was 75. Forbes ranked him as sixth on its rich-list of the world's
"wealthiest kings, queens and despots". In 1996, his finance minister put
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his worth at $6.6 billion. In fairness, his personal life-style was modest,
unlike that of his wife.

Elections are due on January 9th to elect a successor. Many challengers
came forward but nearly all have withdrawn. Barring surprises, Mahmoud
Abbas, also known as Abu Mazen should be elected. He was for a short
time Arafat's prime minister, resigning because of disagreements with
Arafat. He has taken over control of the PA as interim leader until the
election. Considered fairly moderate, he does seem to have kept the lid on
terrorism. Israel's policy of targeting terrorist leaders has eliminated
virtually all the skilled terrorist leaders, leaving much less experienced
people to fill their places. The carrot dangled in front of him of financial
aid—the World Bank alone has promised $125 bn if he reins in terrorism,
is a powerful incentive.

Sharon's plans to leave Gaza
Frustration at not having anyone he felt he could negotiate with on the
Palestinian side, led Sharon to his withdrawal plan. He is a wily politician

and could see the advantage
of setting the agenda to
Israel's benefit. By
withdrawing the settlements
from Gaza, and with them
the soldiers needed to guard
them, he was giving the

Palestinians the chance to
control their own lives in Gaza.

On the other hand they would no
longer be able to blame the Israelis

—any mess they got into would be� their responsibility. This plan certainly
seemed to focus the minds of the moderate

leaders, especially as it became more and
more apparent that Arafat was only making the

situation worse. The 2nd Intifada had caused
Palestinian living standards to drop alarmingly.

Unemployment rose as Israelis turned to bringing in
"cheap" labour from Asia rather than employing

Palestinians. EU investigations revealed what Israel had
been saying for years, that aid was flowing to Arafat and his

funds rather than to the Palestinian people. His war chest was
bulging with money, while his people were in poverty.
If elections produce a moderate leader, will Sharon still proceed with the
Gaza pullout? Probably. Provided the Gaza Strip can be sealed against the
infiltration of terrorists, it has little strategic value to Israel. The number of
settlers there is around 8,000—not a big proportion of Israel. At the
moment, it ties down a lot of military resources. If other nations—Britain,
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Egypt, Jordan and America step in to seal the borders, especially the
southern border of Gaza, this will be to Israel's advantage. Egypt has
agreed to station troops here. Israel has an electronic surveillance fence on
the eastern border of Gaza that she would continue to maintain. Again she
would be helped if other nations' troops were working on the Gaza side of
this boundary.
In Biblical times Israel rarely possessed this strip it was Philistine
country! The scriptural position is of Israel dwelling in "the midst" and on
the "mountains" of Israel. So it would not be surprising if the Gaza
settlements were abandoned. On the other hand, Sharon has no plans to
reduce, bar a token gesture, her presence on the West Bank. Other
countries have other plans and the pressure will be put on Israel to
withdraw further from the West Bank. Whatever happens in the short-term,
we would not expect her to leave the West Bank area. There would be very
strong resistance, especially from the growing number of religious Jews, to
leaving this part of the land.
Many have predicted grim scenes if and when settlers have to leave Gaza.
However many of these are peaceable people, who have chosen to settle
there from deeply-held religious beliefs. As the year ends, there are signs

that many are willing to move to an
area to the east of the Gaza Strip.
The Israeli government is working to
lay on water and roads and facilities
to an area known as Pithat Shalom a
few miles south of Rafa (or Rafiah).

Twenty-five major Gush Katif
farmers are negotiating to receive
large agricultural plots in the Pithat
Shalom region of the Western Negev
in return for their fields in Gaza.
According to the deal being
brokered, each farmer will receive 80
dunam of arable land in the Pithat
Shalom region. This area was chosen
because of its geographic proximity
and climatic similarity to Gaza.
Pipes from the Shafdan, the water
recycling plant in the center of the
country, recently reached the area,
allowing fields to be watered with
purified sewage.
Mapping of the area in accordance
with the plan is currently being
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wrapped up, and this spring work will begin on the agricultural
groundwork—laying watering pipes and building hothouses and packing
houses. These preparations are due to be complete by the fall, in time for
farmers to plant their new fields, and in keeping with the end of the
disengagement process...
The farmers involved in the talks have in recent years become the
country's largest growers and exporters of several spices. They are
known for their expertise in this area, and have a strong reputation
throughout Europe. Haaretz 28-12-04

When one looks at a map and sees the vast area of desert here, part of the
"mountains of Israel", which with water could be productive, one realises
what an area of empty land Israel has. The Negev represents 60% of
Israel's landmass, yet less than 8% of her population lives here. This is an
area that in Bible times supported the flocks of Abraham and Isaac. Israel
is investing heavily here with American help.

Over the next five years, our goal is to bring 250,000 new residents to
the Negev. And over the next ten years, Blueprint Negev will bring over
500,000 people to 100,000 housing sites that will be created in 25 new
communities. www jnf org/negev

Will there be Jewish settlements in southern Negev, even in the region of
Paran? Paran is about half way between Rafa (Rafiah) and Eilat. It is
mentioned in the coming forth of the saints from Sinai. (Deut 33:2; Hab
3:3). Is it mentioned because there will be faithful Jews living here?
Russia and Israel

Art thou come to take a spoil? hast thou gathered thy company to take a
prey? to carry away silver and gold, to take away cattle and goods, to
take a great spoil? Ezekiel 38:13

This indicates Russia's economic interest in Israel. The largest Russian
Diaspora is in Israel. Links between the two are therefore of interest. In
Milestones 2002 p37 we looked at Tipline (Trans Israel Pipe Line), which
runs from Ashkelon to Eilat. It was being proposed to transport Russian oil
on its way to Asia, cutting out the high tolls of the Suez Canal. Reports in
February and March showed that some shipments had been made—but
there is now a rival proposal, which would upset Russia's plans.
A bold scheme
According to Debka (24-12-04), America has come up with a plan to help
Israel and enhance the co-operation of her neighbours, which involves the
Tipline! Mubarak visited Kuwait and Bahrain in early December to discuss
this plan. Oil tankers are so big nowadays that many cannot pass through
the Suez Canal. Enter Tipline, which was built in 1968 as part of an
Iranian-Israeli effort to bypass the Suez. The fall of the Shah of Iran meant
it fell into disuse, until revived recently to carry Russian oil by reversing
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the flow. By putting the flow back as originally designed, large tankers
could discharge their cargoes at Eilat, to be picked up by other tankers in
Ashkelon for their onward journey. Egypt obviously would lose Canal
revenue, but the tanker firms would gain trade. Use Egyptian tankers and
everyone profits! Egypt gets revenue, Israel gets transit fees. According to
this report, Kuwait and Bahrain, with tacit support from Saudi Arabia,
support the plan. It depends upon stability in the area.

This deal is already bearing fruit. Our Middle East sources report that
two Egyptian tankers loaded with Gulf oil are due to dock at Eilat's oil
harbor in a few days for the first time in many years. Debka 24-12-04

The Vatican asserts her "rights" in Jerusalem
For some time now the Vatican has been complaining that Israel has not
fulfilled her side of an Accord signed 11 years ago (30-12-1993). The
Vatican is claiming her "rights" to the privilege of freedom from taxation
in Israel, a privilege the Vatican enjoys in most other countries. The
Roman Catholic, Greek and Russian Churches have extensive holdings in
Israel, much of it prime sites.
The issues revolve around problems concerning visas, tax measures for the
Church in Israel and the ownership of the Cenacle in Jerusalem. The two
sides met on July 5th, but talks broke off after only one day. They resumed
again in September, again without arriving at a solution.

"According to our laws—Israeli Interior Minister Poraz explained—
places of worship (churches, synagogues, etc.) are exempt from taxes. If
these institutions include shops or offer accomodations for a fee, then
taxes can be levied. The only outstanding problem is concerning
monasteries, where religious communities are housed. I have decided
that they should not pay taxes, but pay only for municipal services, such
as cleaning, sewage, water, etc. Municipalities need these taxes..."
Another matter mentioned by Poraz concerns the ownership of the
Cenacle, once a property of the Franciscans, then of the Muslims and
now of the Israeli government—there had been talk of the possibility of
returning the place of Jesus' Last Supper to the Church.
Poraz said that "the problem today is a disagreement among the various
Churches on who is to take possession of it. And Israel cannot enter into
this disagreement." AsiaNews 17-9-04

Talks were scheduled for mid December, but were adjourned by the Israeli
side at the last moment. It is not clear what the problem is. One could
imagine that Israel is reluctant to grant "rights" to a system that has for
centuries excluded Jews from most normal "rights"! It just adds another
item of contention between Israel and the False Prophet.
In our last main chapter we try to pull all these strands together!
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Chapter 12:

GATHERING THE NATIONS TO
ARMAGEDDON
We now try to pull the strands together; the events of 2004 have shown that
we must be very close to the Master's return. There are no steps that have
to take place before he calls his household. Like the Asian tsunami it will
come unexpectedly. We do not and will not know the hour or the day. What
we are called upon to do is to watch and pray! Sometime after the call the
nations will come down against Israel—Nebuchadnezzar 's image having
stood up. If we can already discern the signs of the pressures that will
develop to cause the nations to come down, then that re-enforces our
conviction that the Lord is at the door! Perhaps the terrible tsunami is our
wake-up call; it must be virtually midnight and the call about to go out
"the Master calleth for thee".

Signs that the image is ready to stand
 Israel in the land and in possession of Jerusalem
• The Dragon, the Beast and the False prophet asserting themselves
• Increasing ill-feeling to Israel by many nations
• Time of increased natural disaster
• Time of drowsiness in the ecclesias
• Israel about to enter a time of peace, security and prosperity(?)

As far as I can see it is just in the last item that there may be some uncer-
tainty over. From what we saw in the last two chapters it would appear that
this time is about to dawn. However, even if our anticipations prove to be
premature, it still does not alter the fact that the call to judgement precedes
the invasion and precedes it by some time, for I believe the full process of
resurrection anastasis—standing up, is a long one. It starts with a
physical resurrection, passes through the judgement stage, on to the prepa-
ration time for seed bearing and ends with the ripen fruit in the change to
immortality. This is not the work of a moment. In terms of immortality,
what are a few years—but a blink of the eye!

There remain two other items.
• The Elijah work

• A Gog to take control of the standing up image.
The first certainly belongs to the period after the return to the household,
but before Armageddon. The second item probably does too. Often leaders
do not come to power until the hour of crisis.
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Let's take the above points and add some further evidences to substantiate
our claims.

Israel in the land and in possession of Jerusalem
The first point needs no further consideration, but let's look at Jerusalem.
In spite of the Palestinians' desire to take control of Jerusalem and the
EU's desire to relieve Israel of their capital and the Vatican's call that it be
internationalised, Sharon has made it clear that as far as Israel is concerned
the matter is non-negotiable. Hence the coming conflict—at its heart will
be wresting control of Jerusalem by force from Israel.
Interestingly, this year Israel quietly took the control of the Temple Mount
out of the hands of the Palestinians and handed back it to the Jordanians
the traditional guardians of the "holy sites" until Arafat seized control.

Arguably the most sensitive piece of real estate on the planet, the
Temple Mount compound has again become a source of major concern
[the stability of the Temple wall] in recent months.
In keeping with its 1994 peace treaty with Jordan, Israel has restored
King Abdullah II and the Hashemite dynasty which claims direct de-
scent from the Prophet Mohammed—to their traditional role as guardian
of the Muslim holy sites in Jerusalem. This includes removing the PA-
appointed Mufti of Jerusalem, the firebrand Sheikh Sabri Ekrima, and
restoring Jordanian appointee Adnan Husseini to his former office.
International Christian Embassy Jerusalem .9-8-04

Dragon, Beast, and False Prophet asserting themselves
We saw in earlier chapters how that Europe is moving again into two
camps, thereby forming the eastern and the western legs. Both sides are
building their military powers. For Russia this is a rebuilding of her former
might under the Soviets, possible now though her greatly enlarged energy
revenues. For the EU, this involves building up her own Euro-army, police
force, judiciary, etc., replacing, or supplementing, those of the individual
members. The matter of the Euro-army is of great concern to America and
Nato as it duplicates resources. France especially desperately wants to see
the EU independent of both America and Nato.
The boundary between the Dragon and the Beast now runs close to the old
division between Russia and the Holy Roman Empire before it disinte-
grated under the vial judgements.
The False Prophet has had 130 years of rebuilding with spectacular results.
The Pope is looked upon by many of the world's statesmen as the voice of
authority in religious matters. We have looked at the Vatican's hand in the
rebuilding of modern Europe and now at healing the religious breaches.
During the Beslan siege, Putin turned to outside help. No, not the UN, nor
the US, nor the EU, but the Vatican!
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Moscow sources reveal that on September 4, at the height of the carnage
at the school, Russian president Vladimir Putin's office asked Russian
Orthodox Bishop Feofan Achourkov, whose Stavropol diocese includes
the town of Beslan, to set out at once for the Italian town of St. Egidio
near Milan and attend a conference there. The bishop demurred, protest-
ing he must stay with his flock in its darkest hours. But Putin's aides
insisted. Alexei II, Patriarch of Moscow, reinforced the request with an
order to leave for Italy at once on a mission of vital importance.
On arriving at St. Egidio, the Orthodox bishop was closeted with the
representatives of Pope John Paul II at the conference, Cardinals Renato
Martino and Walter Kasper, who were to deliver addresses on the issue
of terror. Bishop Achourkov asked them to pass a three-part message to
the pontiff: 1. The terrorists who struck Beslan are Wahhabi Arabs and
Russians. 2. The school siege should be seen by the Vatican as the first
assault of its kind on members of the Christian faith. 3. A large-scale
war is about to erupt in Chechnya and the Caucasus at large.
In their addresses the two cardinals later acknowledged the need for a
military campaign to eliminate terrorism. The Pope sent a message that
was read out to the conference on Wednesday, September 8, after the
Kremlin's message had been delivered, calling for firm action against
terrorism, but coming short of endorsing military action.
Putin was moved to make his unconventional overture to the head of the
Catholic Church by two considerations. First, Christian leaders would
better appreciate the scale of the threat al Qaeda posed to Christendom
than European officials who would automatically rule out any military
action against Islamic expansion. Second, the slightest hint of Vatican
sympathy for the Kremlin's resort to arms against terrorists would help
Putin win a measure of support, however tacit, from President Bush and
the understanding of the American public. Debka 10-9-04

Here was "the Dragon" asking for help from "the False Prophet"!

Increasing ill feeling to Israel by many nations
Israel's friends are rapidly reducing down to those associated with Britain;
nations who are part of the King of the South grouping that we looked at in
last year's Milestones. Turkey was a great friend and trading partner but
this year has been faltering with the lure of EU membership. Behind the
scenes, Iran has been putting pressure on Turkey to break her friendship,
promising oil and trade in return.
The EU and the UN are both anti-Israel. The International Christian
Embassy Jerusalem lobbies for Israel at the European Union headquarters.

ICEJ Director Malcolm Hedding and ICEJ German Branch Director
Jürgen Bailer visited Brussels in October to lobby on behalf of Israel
and painted a dismal picture of the situation there.
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"The European Union is much less democratic than it claims to be.
Ordinary citizens have no influence on the European Commission,"
Biihler said.
And when it comes to Israel, the EU appears to bend the rules.
"We can truly say the European Union today is becoming one of the
most anti-Semitic entities outside of the Islamic world," Biihler said.
Hedding said the EU is marked by antagonism toward Israel and toward
the United States, which parliamentarians refer to as the "Atlantic
Alliance."
The urgent issue for the pro-Israel European Coalition, Hedding said, is
to defend the Jews in Europe where anti-Semitism is rising at a fast
pace. International Christian Embassy Jerusalem 9-11-04

There have been many acts of vandalism to Jewish property, synagogues,
schools and cemeteries in Europe in the past year. It does not seem to
improve-298 attacks in France in 2004 to the end of August, compared to
108 for all 2003. Jewish aliyah from France is increasing, most of whom
blame increasing anti-Semitism. (Time 6-9-04).
Germany intends to make it harder for Russian Jews to emigrate there after
2006. Daily Telegraph 21-12-04
The UN is even more strongly biased against Israel. The Jewish Anti-
Defamation League branded the UN resolution condemning Israel and
calling for the removal of the barrier, "a new low in the one-sided,
hypocritical history of the international body". There have also been many
calls of condemnation for her very successful policy of targeting terrorist
leaders which, with the fence, has led to the 2'd intifada being considered
virtually over. Israel complains that while little is done by the UN to stem
terrorism, Israel's acts of self-defence are the subject of frequent
condemnation. Few nations are prepared to stand up for Israel. It has been a
difficult year with the International Court of Justice ruling against Israel's
separation barrier.
Significantly, the Vatican's standing at the UN has been stepped up.

For the first time, the Vatican's top foreign-policy official will take an
active part in debates... On July 1, the General Assembly unanimously
approved a resolution recognizing the right of the Holy See to play a
more active role in that body. For 40 years, the Holy See has had the
status of a "permanent observer" at the UN, but the newly expanded
status will enable Vatican representatives to speak at the General
Assembly, and to propose documents for discussion. Catholic World
News 16-09-04

The scene is ready for the Vatican to protest at the effects of the Elijah
work to stir up a section of the Jews to walk in faith before Israel's God, to
remember the ordinances of the Law of Moses (Mal 4:4) and to do again
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what Elijah did—start to rid the land of the idolatry that is so rampant
there. Idols of Christendom abound in Jerusalem. Moslem mosques defile
the land. There will be cries of outrage by Christendom and Arab powers!
A demand for their rights to be respected! Threats of action if not restored.
It is not hard to picture such a situation, and the rallying of Europe to a
crusade to deal with this situation. As in the days of Hezekiah, there will be
different factions within Israel. Those trusting in Britain, America, Egypt,
those trusting in their own prowess, those calling for a trust in Israel's God.
The awful events that unfold in this time of Jacob's trouble (Jer 30:7) such
as never was since there was a nation (Dan 12:1), will eventually see the
salvation of the Elijah-taught faithful.
Time of increased natural disaster
Two weeks before the Asian tsunami struck, I gave a lecture on
"Earthquakes, God's warning for today". We saw that there were height-
ened earthquakes and natural disasters before AD 70 as foretold by the
Lord. We saw a similar time of unrest in the world of nature before the
French Revolution a time described in symbol as "an earthquake" (Rev
11:13). We looked at the same symbol being used of the events surround-
ing the Master's return (Rev 16:17-21) and the several passages that speak
of God shaking terribly the earth (Isa 2:19, 21; 24:18-20 etc). We looked at
the map reproduced in the Autumn (v. 17#4) Bible Magazine of scientifi-
cally predicted effects of a large section of an unstable mountain in La
Palma dropping in the sea as a result of an earthquake. It marked giant
tsunami waves hitting Britain, America and Africa. It seemed so theoretical
and unbelievable. Not any more! We looked at the increase of earthquakes
in Israel and the Israeli seismologists prediction that there would be a "big
one" within 50 years that would do immense damage in Israel. We saw a
map showing the E-W fault line in the Mount of Olives, ready for the
fulfilment of Zech 14:4. We saw locust plagues on the rise, volcanic
activity on the increase.
Then, 12 months to the very day from the Barn earthquake in Iran, this
massive devastation. At the year end the UN put the toll at 150,000 and
still rising relentlessly.

The earthquake made the Earth wobble on its axis by an inch or so,
altered regional geography by a few metres and cut the length of the day
by a few millionths of a second. Daily Telegraph 29-12-04

Although the Lord used the following words symbolically, there may well
be a literal fulfilment:

And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars;
and upon the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the
waves roaring; Men's hearts failing them Pr fear, and for looking after
those things which are coming on the earth... Luke 21:25
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Wake up brethren and sisters—these are signs in the natural world that the
present political heavens and earth are ready to vanish away. Take ye heed,
watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. Mark 13:33
Time of drowsiness in the ecclesias
We remind ourselves of that which causes corn not to bear abundant fruit.

And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts
of other things entering in, choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.
Mark 4:19

Do we need to be so pursuing of this worlds goods? Do we need that extra
income? Life is difficult for our young people and those bringing up
families, and yes it was easier in my day when property was more afford-
able. But we were content with less; it did not have to be brand new. As we
survey our lives, do we not see ourselves running madly round in circles
endeavouring to keep up with I know not what. As for ecclesial duties,
there's no time to visit, no time to prepare talks, to serve the ecclesia. We
are spiritually tired and falling asleep. God has given us signs and warning
so that we take action now to prepare oil in our lamps, before the opportu-
nity ceases.
Where is the distinction between us and everyone else? We are not part of
Christendom—they are totally astray; our fellowship has to be with those
of like-precious faith. We need to build ourselves up as to the certainty of
the things we have considered in Milestones. In the UK and elsewhere,
soundly based Prophecy Days are thrilling and encouraging brethren and
sisters and young people. Let them continue to grow in other countries too.
Israel about to enter a time of peace, security and prosperity(?)
As we remarked this matter will become clearer as 2005 progresses. It is
not essential that it happens now. What we do believe is that at the right
time it will come to pass. Although many nations will join to come against
Israel, they will come to their end.
So we see from our survey of 2004 that God is arousing an anti-Israel
feeling, which will, with the work of Elijah's reformation, spur the nations
to come to destroy Israel as a nation.

Now also many nations are gathered against thee, that say, Let her be
defiled, and let our eye look upon Zion.

But they know not the thoughts of the LORD, neither understand they his
counsel: for he shall gather them as the sheaves into the floor.

Arise and thresh, 0 daughter of Zion: for I will make thine horn iron,
and 1 will make thy hoofs brass: and thou shalt beat in pieces many
people: and 1 will consecrate their gain unto the LORD, and their
substance unto the Lord of the whole earth. Mic 4:11-13

Come quickly Lord Jesus and bring that day of Israel's redemption!
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Chapter 13:

SHAKEN AWAKE!
As 2004 drew to a close, a powerful undersea earthquake triggered
devastating waves that swept across Asia, bringing life to a sudden end for
many thousands of people.
It touched the hearts of people around the world.
Yet, from God's Word we know that there will be a much worse situation.
The earthquake that splits the Mount of Olives, elevates the Dead Sea, and
reverses the flow of the River Jordan, will terrify men and women at this
shaking of the earth. Man's tower blocks will be reduced to rubble. We
cannot comprehend the scale of the coming devastation.
There was a terrifying account of the earth in one area cracking open, water
being expelled, and people disappearing into these cracks dreadfully
reminiscent of the time of Korah (Num 16) when God revealed His holi-
ness and His power. He is a jealous God, and rightly so. It is not for man to
dictate to God, as Korah and his company did. Man must submit to God
and humbly acknowledge that we are as nothing—only dust. Yet by His
gracious hand, God has lifted us up and made us to sit in heavenly places in
Christ Jesus. Those "heavenlies" are about to dawn with the setting up of
the Kingdom. Our part is to prepare for that day; to reciprocate our Father's
love through our yielding to do His will; to honour and serve our Lord
Jesus, by whose death we live in hope.
Is this God's wake up call to us? To make us contemplate just where we
are going; to bring us up short so that we ponder deeply about what manner
of men and women we are. How are we developing spiritually?

Let this shaking of the earth be a shaking from our apathy. As we behold
whole communities who have lost everything, let us consider where our
priorities lie. Everything that we possess is going to be taken away, like
scaffolding to be dismantled to reveal the building beneath. We will be left
with but one thing. There is only one thing of value to the Master—our
minds.
Filled with the Word of God; shaped by the experiences of life; humbled in
our service to our King; this is what will reflect praise to the Father and the
Son throughout eternity.

Or it will condemn us.
We make our answer by the life that we lead.

0 praise the LORD, all ye nations: praise him, all ye people. For his
merciful kindness is great toward us: and the truth of the LORD endureth
for ever. Praise ye the LORD. Psa 117



WHO WILL RULE EUROPE?
UNDER CAESAR IT, THE WRGIN - EUROPE SIGNS A NEW CONSTITUTION

Keep up-to-date!
World events are fast moving and to supplement the yearly Milestones review, one
can keep up-to-date on a quarterly or a weekly basis.

The Bible Magazine
Each issue of the quarterly Bible
Magazine carries a Milestones
Update, which looks at different
topical areas of fulfilling prophecy.
This lively full-colour magazine is
of interest to brethren and sisters
and is ideal to give to our young
people as well as to interested
friends.
Contact your local CSSS repre-
sentative for subscription details,
or go to the Bible Magazine
website: www.biblemagazine.com

Milestones Snippets
Milestones Snippets consists of
interesting articles that I glean off
the web and e-mail approximately
twice a week. Each article is
indexed and cumulative indexes
are e-mailed periodically. It is free.
To subscribe, just e-mail me at: MilestonesUK@aol.com

Milestones Website
The Milestones web site carries details of a wide range of books expounding
prophecy and a section on books and DVD's against evolution, defending the
Creation account. These can be ordered on-line at www.MilestonesUK.org or write
for booklist.

Prophecy Days
Both the Bible Magazine and the Milestones website carry details of known
Prophecy Days around the world that uphold our traditional understanding of the
fulfilment of prophecy.

Don Pearce
Milestones, 76 High St, Hillmorton, Rugby, CV21 4EE, UK



estones 2004
Was the tsunami that swept Asia on December 26th a "wake-up"
call for watchmen and women on Zion's walls that the Master is
at hand?

The earth is to see yet greater scenes of devastation as "God
shakes terribly the earth" when those who come to destroy God's
people Israel meet their end.

2004 saw a clearer defining of the two legs of Nebuchad-nezzar's
image. Nations on the dividing line are having to choose whether to
be in the 'Beast' camp or the 'Dragon' camp. The disputed elections
in Ukraine highlighted the new east-west split. In May, seven of the
"outer Russia" countries joined the EU.

Both camps became more inward looking.
Putin assumed more
autocratic powers and
the EU leaders signed
up to a Constitution,
which creates a political EU

Another power working in the
kingdom of men is the Vatican.
The carefully choreographed
photographs of the EU Constitu-
tion signing, show the hand of
Pope Innocent X raised in
blessing over the leaders.

In Israel, Arafat's passing
brought hopes of peace—is this
the start of the "peace and
safety" cry?

V111// Milestones 2004 pulls together many
events, to show how the nations are
being prepared to come against Israel
and encourages us to sharpen our
focus on things that really matter—
preparation for the Master's return.
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